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was th e  s t a t e  j u s t  does not have the f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  
to  ta k e  i t  a l l  o v e r  a t once and so we p h ase d  i t  i n  and we 
can  p e rh a p s phase in  a l i t t l e  s lo w e r th e  s t a t e  t a k e - o v e r  
o f  th e  t o t a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  but 
e s s e n t i a l l y  I  t h in k  th a t  p ro b le m  i s  n ot as s e r io u s  a s you 
may t h in k  i t  i s .

SENATOR NICHOL: S e n a to r Cope.

SENATOR COPE: Mr. P r e s id e n t ,  members, a q u e s t io n  o f  S e n a to r
W e s e ly , p le a s e .  S e n a to r W e s e ly , th e  q u e s t io n  i s ,  th e  s t a t e  
w i l l  be i n  a b s o lu t e  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  o f f i c e s  i n  th e  c o u n t ie s .
In  o t h e r  w o rd s, th e y  w i l l  a p p o in t  th e  d i r e c t o r ,  th e  e m p lo y e e s. 
I t  w i l l  be s t r i c t l y  a s t a t e  f u n c t io n .

SENATOR WESELY: Y e s.

SENATOR COPE: F e e l in g  th a t  we can do a b e t t e r  jo b  by th e
s t a t e  d o in g  i t  th a n  th e  l o c a l  c o u n ty  a s i t  i s  now.

SENATOR WESELY: Y e s.

SENATOR COPE: Thank yo u .

SENATOR NICHOL: S e n a to r K a h le .

SENATOR KAHLE: Mr. P r e s id e n t  and members, I , o f  c o u r s e ,h a v e
had my n ib  in  t h i s  s o r t  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  e v e r  s in c e  I  h ave been 
down h e r e ,  m a in ly  b e c a u se  I  was in v o lv e d  in  c o u n ty  governm ent 
as you a l l  know and have some c o n c e rn s  ab o ut th e  w e lf a r e  p r o ­
gram a s we have i t  now in  o u r  s t a t e  and in  o u r  c o u n t ie s .  And, 
S e n a to r  W esely i s  r i g h t .  The c o u n t ie s  have v e r y  l i t t l e  to  say 
ab o ut th e  program  but N e b ra sk a  f o r  some s t r a n g e  r e a s o n , when 
th e  w e lf a r e  program  was in t r o d u c e d  o r i g i n a l l y  to o k  i t  upon 
th e m s e lv e s , o r  were g iv e n  th e  t a s k  by th e  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn ­
ment to  p ic k  up 20% o f  the m e d ic a l v e n d o rs  payment th ro u g h  
th e  c o u n t ie s .  I  have a lw a y s had c o n c e rn s  ab out t h i s  m a in ly  
b e c a u se  o th e r  s t a t e s  a ro u n d  us do n ot have t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  
and in  some o f  the o t h e r  arg um en ts and d i s c u s s io n s  we have 
had we have t a lk e d  ab o u t th e  S t a t e  o f  New Y o rk  has a s i m i l a r  
p r o v i s i o n  i n  t h e i r  law s where th e  c o u n t ie s  p ic k  up p a r t  o f  
th e  m e d ic a l v e n d o r paym ents and I  found o u t s in c e  th e n  t h a t  
th e y  a r e  a tte m p tin g  r i g h t  now to  change t h e i r s  so t h a t  th e 
c o u n t ie s  w i l l  pay a l e s s e r  p a r t  a t  l e a s t  o v e r  a p e r io d  o f  
y e a r s  s i m i l a r  to  what S e n a to r Jo h n so n  i s  t r y i n g  to  do. As 
a l l  o f  you know, LB 39 i s  s i t t i n g  up t h e re  o n , re a d y  f o r  
F i n a l  R e a d in g  w h ich  w ould e lim in a t e  the m e d ic a l ve n d o r p a y ­
ments f o r  t h r e e  y e a rs  a t ,  g o in g  from  16 to  14 to  12 to  10 
and a s S e n a to r W esely a ls o  s a i d ,  t h i s  b i l l  w ould c o n t in u e  
to  go on down u n t i l  t h e re  was no payment by th e  c o u n ty . I  
am p ro b a b ly  g o in g  to  s u p p o rt  t h i s  b i l l  a lth o u g h  I  doubt t h a t

4024


