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p e o p le  th a t  needed t h a t  a s s is t a n c e  b u t what we a re  s a y in g  
i s  a lth o u g h  th a t  In  tim e  h o p e f u l ly  i t  w ould le a d  to  e f f i c i 
e n c ie s ,  we a ls o  want to  b a la n c e  th a t  o f f  w it h  th e  f a c t  t h a t  
maybe a co u n ty  w ould l i k e  to  v e ry  much keep t h e i r  o f f i c e  
open and so we have a v e to  power f o r  th e  l o c a l  c o u n ty  b o a rd  
to  s a y ,  n o , s t a t e ,  you have ta k e n  o v e r th e  w e lf a r e  syste m  
b u t we a re  not g o in g  to  l e t  you ta k e  o v e r o u r o f f i c e .  We 
a re  g o in g  to  keep o u r  o f f i c e  open i n  t h i s  co u n ty  and t h u s ,  
th e  l o c a l  co u n ty  b o a rd  c o u ld  oppose t h a t  e f f o r t .  A g a in , we 
do a number o f  t h in g s  w it h  th e  b i l l  t h a t  I  t h in k  im p ro ve  i t  
bu t e s s e n t i a l l y  the m ain t h r u s t  o f  th e  b i l l  w h ich  i s  to  ta k e  
from  th e  co u n ty  to  th e  s t a t e ,  t o t a l  a d m in is t r a t io n  and r e s 
p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  o u r w e lf a r e  syste m  i s  i n t a c t .  We t r y  and 
do th e s e  d i f f e r e n t  t h in g s  to  d e la y  im p le m e n t a t io n ,t o  d e la y  
the s t a t e  t a k in g  o v e r th e  c o s t  and t c  a llo w  th e  l o c a l  v e to  
o f  l o s in g  an o f f i c e  in  y o u r c o u n t y , a l l  th e s e  d i f f e r e n t  
t h in g s  we a re  t r y i n g  to  smooth o ut t h a t  t r a n s i t i o n  and make 
i t  a l i t t l e  e a s i e r  and a l i t t l e  s lo w e r .  Those a re  th e  com
m itt e e  amendments. I  w ould s u re  o f f e r  to  a n sw e r any q u e s 
t io n s  you h a v e . I  move f o r  t h e i r  a d o p t io n .

SENATOR NICHOL: S e n a to r  W arner.

SENATOR WARNER: W e ll,  a g a in ,  I  g u e s s , S e n a to r W e s e ly , I
have a q u e s t io n .  As I  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  com m ittee amendments 
the s t a t e  assum es r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  th e  o p e r a t io n  a s o f  
1 9 8 3  b u t you w i l l  c o n t in u e  co u n ty  c o n t r ib u t io n  beyond th a t  
and p e rh a p s you have a lr e a d y  d is c u s s e d  i t ,  b u t my q u e s t io n  
i s  how do you get aro u n d  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  
t h e . . .  s i m i l a r  to  what happened to  th e  com m unity c o l le g e s  
where I  assume th a t  th e  b i l l  new does, d e s ig n a t e s  t h i s  as 
a s t a t e  p u rp o se  f o r  w h ic h  we a re  r e q u i r i n g  a l o c a l  m i l l  
le v y  w h ich  I  assum e we can n o t do. Maybe i t  i s  not a p ro b 
lem w it h  i t ,  I  d o n 't  know a t  t h i s  p o in t .

SENATOR WESELY: T h at i s  a good q u e s t io n ,  S e n a to r W a rn e r,
and we d id  d is c u s s  i t  in  com m ittee and fo u n d  th a t  p e rh a p s , 
w e ll  t h e re  may be a p ro b le m  t h e r e .  I  d o n 't  t h in k  so th o u g h . 
I  t h in k  i t  i s  a s t a t e  f u n c t io n .  E s s e n t i a l l y  t h a t  i s  what we 
have now. The c o u n t ie s ,  e s s e n t i a l l y ,  a d m in is t e r  th ro u g h  
t h e i r  o f f i c e s  th e  w e lf a r e  program  a lth o u g h  th e  s t a t e  has 
th e  t o t a l  a u t h o r it y  on who i s  e l i g i b l e  and s e t s  up th e  
g u id e l in e s  and r e a l l y  p r o v id e s  th e  o v e r s ig h t  and f i n a l  
a u t h o r it y  in  t h i s  a r e a .  So th e  change i s  one o f  a d m in is 
t r a t i o n  t h a t  I  t h in k  i s  g o in g  to  b e , I  t h i n k ,  a l i t t l e  
c l e a r e r  l i n e  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  b u t we a ls o  r e a l i z e  th e  f a c t  
t h a t  th e  s t a t e  j u s t  can assume th e  t o t a l  e x p e n d it u r e  t h a t  
the c o u n t ie s  a re  p a y in g  f o r  now th a t  q u i c k l y ,  s c  th e  t r a n s i 
t io n  may be a p ro b le m , I  g ra n t  y o u , b u t I  t h in k  th a t  i s  
so m eth in g  we can s i t  down and d i s c u s s .  But o u r c o n c e rn
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