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s e r v i c e s  t h a t  th e y  c o u ld  get in  th e  la r g e  c i t i e s  but out 
th e re  i n  th e  c o u n tr y  th e s e  s e r v i c e s  a re  not a v a i l a b l e  t o 
day and th e y  w ould be a v a i l a b l e  w ith  a program  o f  t h i s  
t y p e . So I  h e a r t i l y  e n d o rs e  404.

SENATOR NICHOL: S e n a to r  W ii t a l a .

SENATOR W IITALA: Mr. S p e a k e r, I  r e s p e c t f u l l y  c a l l  f o r
th e  q u e s t io n .

SENATOR NICHOL: The q u e s t io n  has been c a l l e d .  Do I  see
f i v e  h an d s? I  do. The q u e s t io n  i s ,  s h a l l  d e b a te  c e a s e ?
A l l  th o s e  i n  f a v o r  v o te  a y e , opposed n a y.

ASSISTANT CLERK: S e n a to r N ic h o l v o t in g  a y e .

SENATOR NICHOL: Have you a l l  v o te d ?  We a re  v o t in g  on
c e a s in g  d e b a te . R e c o r d ,p le a s e .

CLERK: 26 a y e s , 1 nay to  c e a se  d e b a te , Mr. P r e s id e n t .

SENATOR NICHOL: D ebate h as c e a s e d . S e n a to r  F o w le r ,  d id
you w is h  to  c l o s e ,  p le a s e ?

SENATOR FOWLER: Mr. C h a irm a n , I  am c l o s i n g  i n  b e h a lf  o f  a l l
th e  members o f  th e  in t e r im  s tu d y  com m ittee t h a t  t r a v e le d  
a c r o s s  th e  s t a t e ,  S e n a to r  M are sh , S e n a to r DeCamp, S e n a to r 
Rum ery, S e n a to r M a rv e l.  We had th e s e  h e a r in g s  and a g a in ,
I  w ould j u s t  r e i t e r a t e  q u i c k ly  th a t  LB 404 i s  a fo llo w u p  
to  what was p re s e n te d  t h e r e .  And i t  i s  t h a t  t h e re  a re  
s e r v i c e s  but that we n e e d to w rite  in t o  law  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
betw een th e  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t i e s  in  th e s e  s e r v i c e s .  LB 404 
p r e t t y  w e ll  s t r i k e s  a b a la n c e  I  t h in k  betw een l o c a l  c o n t r o l  
and s t a t e  o v e r s ig h t  so t h a t  s e r v i c e s  can meet l o c a l  n e e d s , 
b u t we can  have th e  a s s u ra n c e  a t th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  l e v e l  
th a t  we a re  g e t t in g  th e  q u a l i t y  t h a t  o u r  money s h o u ld  g e t .
So t h e r e  i s  a b a la n c e  t h e r e .  As f a r  a s th e  f i s c a l  im p a c t, 
w it h  th e  com m ittee amendments th e  f i n a l  c o n t r o l  on th a t  
r e s t s  w ith  th e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  I t  i s  in  o u r h a n d s. T h e re  i s  
no mandate o f  s e r v i c e s  by a c e r t a i n  d a te . T h at has been 
removed so th e  fu n d in g  i s  up to  u s . I  w ould r e i t e r a t e  
a g a in  t h a t  j u s t  in  one y e a r  in  o u r s t a t e  budget t h a t  we 
a re  c o n s id e r in g  th e  amount o f  money th a t  we a re  s p e n d in g  
on n u r s in g  home c o s t  i s  i n c r e a s in g  4 m i l l i o n  and th e  amount 
th a t  we e x p e c t c o u n t ie s  c u r r e n t ly  to  p ic k  up u n d e r M e d ic a id  
f o r  n u r s in g  home c o s t s  i s  g o in g  to  in c r e a s e  2 m i l l i o n .  So 
you can see t h a t  a lr e a d y  s e v e r a l  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  e v e r y  y e a r  
g o in g  to  n u r s in g  home c o s t s .  As s e v e r a l  s e n a t o r s  have 
p o in t e d  o u t and as was p o in t e d  o u t a c r o s s  th e  s t a t e  tim e 
and tim e a g a in ,  some o f  th o s e  n u r s in g  home p la c e m e n ts  a re
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