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the C o n s t it u t io n  and plea;:-  pay attention, "The u se  of th e  
w a te r o f  e v e ry  n a t u r a l  stream v;i th! r. the S t a t e  of Nebraska 
i s  h e re b y d e d ic a t e d  to the ;• ; .■ , * r f the b a s i n ,  b u t the
p e o p le  o f  the s t a t e  for beneficial purposes s u b je c t  to  the 
p r o v is io n s  o f  th e  following secti , and he q u o t e s , "It 
i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  to  n o te  that the rooted section r e f e r s  to 
th e  u se  o f  w a te r o f  ever;.' natural stream b e in g  d e d ic a t e d  
to  th e  p e o p le . N o th in g  in Article XV, C h a p te r 5, indicates 
o r a u t h o r iz e s  th e  l i m i t i n g  of the use of th e  w a te r of 
e v e ry  n a t u r a l  stre a m  to be within a p a r t i c u l a r  w a t e r s h e d " , 
n o te  t h a t ,  " b a s in ,  o r  dedicating it to  th e  use o f  th e  
p e o p le  l i v i n g  w it h in  the particular w a te rsh e d  b a s in .  Quite 
to  th e  c o n t r a r y " ,  says 4 ef Justice, "t h e  c l e a r  and un
am biguous la n g u a g e  constitutionally m andates t h a t  e v e ry  u se  
o f  e v e ry  s tre a m , regardless of its location, i s  d e d ic a t e d  to 
a l l  o f  the p e o p le  of the State of Nebraska r e g a r d le s s  o f  t h e i r  
l o c a t i o n  and not j u s t  to those who happen to  l i v e  w it h in  th e  
c o n f in e s  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  valley or w a te rsh e d  b a s in .  Nowhere 
in  th e  C o n s t it u t io n  car. s ĉ-h limiting w ords be fo u n d " . Now 
t h i s  i s  im p o r ta n t . What I am t r y i n g  to  sa y  i s  t h i s ,  t h a t  
th e  w a te r w it h in  a b a s in  I s  n o t d e d ic a t e d  o n ly  to  th o s e  l i v i n g  
w it h in  th e  b a s in  bu t to the e n t i r e  p o p u la t io n  o f  th e  S t a t e  o f  
N e b ra sk a  f o r  b e n e f i c i a l  use. Now having l a i d  th a t  fo u n d a t io n ,  
i t  i s  my f e a r ,  and I h ave t r o u b le  w it h  t h i s ,  t h a t  LB 252 i s  
c o u n t e r p r o d u c t iv e  to  th e  d e c is io n  of th e  Supreme C o u r t .  The 
la n g u a g e  a s found on page 6, and S e n a to r B e u t le r  made r e f e r 
ence to  t h a t ,  t r o u b le s  me greatly. We there allude to  la n 
guage t h a t  s a y s ,  "future reasonable u; • " and on and on like 
t h a t .  And I can see nothing but trouble ahead when and if 
su ch  tim e s  t h a t  th e  Director of Wat-r R e s o u rc e s  says, I am 
g o in g  to  a llo w  th e  moving of w a te r from  one r i v e r  b a s in  t c  
a n o th e r r i v e r  b a s in ,  and ther. look into t h a t  la n g u a g e  and 
s a y ,  what do we mean by reasonable future needs w it h in  th e  
b a s in ?  I can see  nothing but t r o u b le  in  t h e re  and I w ould 
l i k e  to  re e m p h a siz e  my opposition to  th e  b i l l  and my supper*: 
o f  th e  k i l l  m otio n that the w a te r in the s tre a m s cf the State 
o f  N e b ra k sa  b e lo n g  to  all of the p e o p le  in  th e  S t a t e  of Ne
b r a s k a ,  and I r e a l i z e  that p e rh a p s i t  i s  w e ll  t h a t  th e  Legis
l a t u r e  lo o k s  a t  some guidelines f o r  the D ir e c t o r  to use or. 
m aking a d e t e r m in a t io n .  This : ill. . . w e l l , I am sure Senator 
B e u t le r  d id  ta k e  a lot of tim e and d r a f t e d  t h i s  proposal before 
us to d a y . I f e e l  that the L e g i s l a t u r e  as a w h o le  has not 
had tim e  t o .. .s o m e  of . sit down together and give some gui le -  
l i n e s  t h a t  w i l l  give more thought than is given tc this bill by 
th e  e n t i r e  body. I am not saying that Senator Beutler did not 
g iv e  i t  t h o u g h t, I  knov; that he i :  i . That 1: is makeup. He
does a good job, but I cannot heir but stand and oppose the 
b i l l  and s u p p o rt  the motion to indefinitely postpone. The Lego 
la t u r e  has d ir e c t e d  the Natural Resources Commission to have
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