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q u e s t io n  o f  th e  t o t a l  d i s a b i l i t y  e xe m p tio n s t h a t  we p r o v id e  
f o r  now i n  th e  hom estead e x e m p tio n . S e n a to r  L a n d is  j u s t  
t a lk e d  ab o u t w o rk in g  f u r t h e r  on th e  q u e s t io n  o f  incom e 
g u id e l i n e s .  I  c e r t a i n l y  t h in k  t h a t  ought to  be done. 
F u rt h e rm o re , I  th in K  we ought to  c le a n  up th e  w ho le  q u e s t io n  
o f  th e  hom estead e xe m p tio n  law  and th e  d i s a b i l i t i e s  t h a t  
a re  p ro v id e d  f o r  i n  t h a t  la w . I  b r in g  to  y o u r  a t t e n t io n  
th e  o s t e o a r t h r i t i s  amendment b u t I  t h in k  you oug ht t o  keep 
i n  m ind th e  f a c t  t h a t  h e re  we a r e  a d d in g  th e  l o s s  o f  two 
arms amendment t h a t  i s  c o n ta in e d  i n  th e  b i l l  t h a t  S e n a to r 
P ir s c h  b ro u g h t us in  th e  f i r s t  p la c e ,  I  want to  add o s t e o ­
a r t h r i t i s .  T h e re  a re  o t h e r  p o t e n t i a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s  t h a t  
need to  be b ro u g h t to  th e  a t t e n t io n  o f  th e  b o d y. I  t h in k  
we have g o t a mess f o r  a hom estead e xe m p tio n  law  as f a r  as 
d i s a b i l i t i e s  g o . I  t h in k  th e  a p p ro a c h  s h o u ld n 't  be to  keep 
l i s t i n g  and a d d in g  and p r o v id in g  f o r  t h i s  and t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  
f u n c t io n a l  d i s a b i l i t y .  I  t h in k  we need a b ro a d  f u n c t io n a l  
d i s a b i l i t y  d e f i n i t i o n  t h a t  s a y s  when you a re  a h u n d red  p e r ­
c e n t d is a b le d ,  w h e th e r t h a t  be from  p r o g r e s s iv e  o s t e o ­
a r t h r i t i s  o r  w h e th e r t h a t  be from  w h a te v e r may be th e  c a u s e  
o f  t h a t  d i s a b i l i t y ,  th e n  you g e t t h i s  e xe m p tio n  b u t I  t h in k  
th e  p o in t  i s  t h a t  we s h o u ld n ’ t r e a l l y  t r y  and d e a l w it h  t h a t  
a t  t h i s  tim e  on th e  f l o o r .  So I  am n ot g o in g  to  p ro p o se  
t h a t  b u t I  t h in k  b r in g in g  t h i s  amendment to  y o u r a t t e n t io n  
s h o u ld  g iv e  you p ause t c  c o n s id e r  th e  p ro b le m s t h a t  we 
have w ith  t h i s  s e c t io n  o f  th e  la w . The R evenue D epartm ent 
p r o v id e d  i n  a recom m endation to  th e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h i s  l a s t  
O c to b e r, th e  recom m endation t h a t  we t o t a l l y  r e w r it e  o u r 
d i s a b i l i t y  s e c t io n s  o f  o u r hom estead e xe m p tio n  a c t .  I t  
s a y s ,  and I  q u o t e , ’’We recommend c o n s o l id a t in g  th e  exemp­
t i o n s  w h ich  a p p ly  to  p e rs o n s  w ith  a d i s a b i l i t y . "  And i t  
goes on from t h e r e  to  say t h a t  th e y  s h o u ld  a l lo w  th e  same 
e xe m p tio n  and s i m p l i f y  th e  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  d i s a b i l i t y .  C l e a r l y  
a recom m endation t h a t  was lo o k e d  a t  by th e  Revenue D epartm ent 
t h a t  makes s e n se  f o r  N e b ra sk a  a t  t h i s  t im e . H ow ever, th e  
Revenue Com m ittee d id  not p u rs u e  t h a t  re co m m e n d atio n , d id  
n o t p u rs u e  some o t h e r  reco m m endation s from  th e  Revenue 
D epartm ent and d id  n o t p r o v id e  f o r  t h i s  ch a n g e . I  d id  
have a b i l l  d r a f t e d .  I t  i s  a b i l l  t h a t  w o uld  p r o v id e  f o r  
a f u n c t io n a l  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  d i s a b i l i t i e s  and change t h i s  
and im prove th e  s i t u a t i o n .  U n f o r t u n a t e ly  w it h  th e  b i l l  
l i m i t a t i o n  q u e s t io n  t h a t  we had a t  th e  s t a r t  o f  s e s s io n  
and a l l  th e  o t h e r  f a c t o r s ,  I  d i d n ’ t  in t r o d u c e  t h a t  b i l l  
but I  w ould l i k e  to  f o l lo w  up on S e n a to r L a n d is ’ comments 
ab o ut lo o k in g  a t  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  incom e g u id e l i n e s  and 
say  l e t ’ s go o u t and l e t ’ s p ut i n  an incom e g u id e l in e  f o r  
d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  make i t  a re a s o n a b le  o n e , and th e n  l e t ’ s 
a ls o  lo o k  a t  t h i s  f u n c t io n a l  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  d i s a b i l i t i e s .
L e t ’ s ta k e  a b r o a d e r lo o k  a t  th e  p ro b le m s we have s e e n , 
t h a t  have been b ro u g h t to  o u r a t t e n t io n  by t h i s  b i l l ,  and


