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route you can go and without great competition establishing 
that natural gas rric- tc the consumer. I think it is a 
folly to take off the natural gas rrice and especially v/ith 
the elderly people that are not young, dor.’ t have the resources 
to change their heat i r. r units for their homes. They are 
hocked up to one pipeline, and to move faster in deregula­
tion is a serious mistake because v/e are hurting the weakest, 
the elderly, the poor. They are hooked up to one source of 
supply. They don’t have the assets to convert to other heat 
sources and I strongly surror-t the resolution with the reser­
vation of even accepting the gradual. But if v/e pass this 
resolution, at least we are voicing opposition to total dereg­
ulation and usurious rate:; coming into the people’s homes.
I support the resolution and urge * ho body to do so. Thank 
you.
PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Higgins. We will go
on then to Senator Nichol.
SENATOR NICHOL: Mr. Chairman, members of the Legislature,
this resolution, like a lot of other resolutions we make 
and pass, because it is oust a resolution, It doesn't really 
mean anything necessarily, but it sounds like a good idea. 
Anything this Legislature could do to reduce the gas prices 
seems like a good thin? to do. I hate to admit that I am 
not an authority on natural gas prices. I wish I v/ere. If 
there is anybody that is on this floor, I would certainly
like them to stand up and say why it is that if we support
this resolution the natural gas rrices v/ould go down. Mow 
in this article that Is handed out, to quote this article 
which we are supposed to believe and because this article
appeared in the V/orld Herald, v/e are suppose to adopt and
pass this resolution. ’’The Energy Department has not come 
to any hard and fast conclusion about the affect of any 
possible speed up of natural gas decontrol or consumer bills.”
Well, v/hat that means is even our 0wn Energy De rart men t in
the United States i n ’t know what t h i0 woul d mean . I
v/ould think that unless we had some thin g more posit ive 10
stand on, to pass such a resoluticn • O  pT. »r 0 nn It e mean ing less.
Maybe it is a really good resolut :0 n . M f± b e it is a 1ousy
one. How do we know what the overa 11 re s u 11 will bc. sust b
pass! ng this resolution? I v/ould th i n k that we should real
lock into things rather than t h i s  han ha zardlv p a s s  i ng a
resolution o f  v/hich v/e know v e r y  1 i 1 1 1 e about .

PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Haberman.
HABERMAM: Mr. Speaker, members of the Unicameral, 
Hefner said, "If the price f ■*:ls g es toe high,
;*r, t v ' ;■ .• :v * r • -r source" . Senat
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