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fact that it is administered at the local level, 1 think
that does happen, I think most of us are aware of that.
What 1 am suggesting is that the Safety Patrol and the
other law enforcement agencies conduct periodic spot
checks out there on the highways where the need is at
and where it would do some good. The reason for that

is very simple it seer’s to me and | can put it in a
pretty personal basis. 1 drive approximately thirty-
five to forty thousand miles a year on my car. Yet, |1

get an inspection only once a year. Mow I w/ill submit
to you that somethin?* could certainly go wrong with that
car in forty thousand miles but to a degree, I am lulled
into a sense of security because an inspection sticker
says it is good until a certain point iIn time. Oon the
other hand, my mother-in-law drives her car about three
thousand miles a year probably and she is inspected just
as often as I am and it costs her just as much as me.

It seems to me tha®. if the Iinspections were being con-
ducted out there on ~he highways where 1 am at with my
car, | would probably, because 1 do drive that number
of miles, | v/ould probably run into a spot check several
times during a year which is as it should be. I you
are out there on the roads then you should be checked
and as | say, | have talked to the Colonel and he agrees
that they will do 1"; if we tell them to and | am suggest-
ing that that is exactly w/hat we should do, is do away
with this and through the intent language here in the
Legislature, indicate that that is what our desire Iis
and it certainly is. I would suggest that also the
statutes of the State of Mebraska gives the Patrol that
authority. 60-7735 indicates md 1 will just read a
short portion of it to you, that, " - when in
uniform to require the driver thereof to stop and exhibit
his operator’s license, registration card and so forth,"
and then it goes ahead to say that, "it is reasonable to
believe that such motor vehicle 1is being operated in a
violation of the statutes to Mebraska pertaining to
light and brake equipment or the rules and regulations
of the Director of Motor Vehicles oertaining to loads."
In other words, the Director of M~tor Vehicles could
still establish the rules and regulations and the Patrol
could, or other law enforcement agencies, do the spot
checks to make certain that the equipment was kept up

in good condition. Thanr-: you, Mr. Speaker. 1 suggest
to you that the traffic fatalities of the State of Ne-
braska which are climbing at an alarmin--" rate are

caused by other issues other than safety of mechanical
problems with an automobile. You know the real issue

is that the nut behind the steering wheel in most cases
is what causes the accidents, not the loose nut on the
automobile somewhere. Alcohol ~elated, speed related,
those are by far the largest majority of any type of



