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i s  a v e ry  im p o rta n t amendment w ith  no j u s t i f i c a t i o n  and t h a t  
i s  why I  a r i s e  to  oppose i t .  I  p a ss e d  o u t to  th e  members o f  
t h i s  b o d y, and I  w ould l i k e  to  have th o se  who a re  p a y in g  
a t t e n t io n  to  t h i s  i s s u e ,  to  lo o k  th ro u g h  th e  maps t h a t  I  
p a sse d  o ut a n d , b a s i c a l l y ,  th o se  maps w i l l  show you in  
d a rk , s o r t  o f  g ra y  c i r c l e s  arou n d the c i t y  th o s e  a re a s  
w h ich  a re  u n in c o r p o r a t e d .  Now, f r a n k l y ,  th e is s u e  h e re  
i s  w h e th er o r  n o t th e  g r e e n b e lt  w h ic h  was o r i g i n a l l y  
in t e n d e d , and S e n a to r  V /arn er made t h i s  v e ry  c l e a r  in  a l 
most a l l  o f  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e c o r d ,  was in te n d e d  to  a llo w  
th o se  i n d i v i d u a l  p e o p le  engaged in  a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n t e r e s t  
to  re m ain  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n t e r e s t  and not have to  pay th e  
h ig h e r  p r i c e ,  th e  h ig h e r  ta x  v a lu e  o f  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  b e ca u se  
th ey happened to  be in  th e  way o f  d e ve lo p m e n t. The p u rp o se  
h e re  was s im p ly  to  sa y  we d o n ’ t  want th o s e  p e o p le , who in  
th e  n o rm al c o u rs e  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t, to  have to  pay a h ig h e r  
t a x a t io n  and th e re b y  make i t  h a rd e r  f o r  them to  s u r v i v e  in  
t h e i r  ch o se n  e n d e a v o r, a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n t e r e s t .  At th e  same 
t im e , i t  was n o t in te n d e d  to  choke o f f  a l l  g ro w th . That 
i s  why we u sed  th e  z o n in g  m echanism s and o t h e r  m e chanism s.
Now th e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  s im p ly  t h i s .  S ix  p e rc e n t  was th e  g o in g  
i n t e r e s t  r a t e  when t h i s  b i l l  was o r i g i n a l l y  p a s s e d . T h ere  
was no s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  r a t e .  T h ere  was no a r b i t r a r y  low 
i n t e r e s t  r a t e  and I  d o n ’ t see  a n y t h in g  in  th e  r e c o r d  to  i n d i 
c a te  t h a t  s i x  p e rc e n t  was in  any way s o r t  o f  a s p e c i a l  s o r t  
o f  a s i t u a t i o n .  In  f a c t ,  t h a t  was b a s i c a l l y  th e  g o in g  
i n t e r e s t  r a t e  and th e  p u rp o se  f o r  t h i s  t h i n g ,  t h i s  w hole 
q u e s t io n  o f  i n t e r e s t  r a t e ,  i s  w h e th e r o r  not th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
u s e r  i f  he a p p l ie s  f o r  and r e c e iv e s  a hom estead e xe m p tio n  
w i l l ,  i n  f a c t ,  g e t a b r e a k ,  w h e th e r he s h o u ld , i n  f a c t ,  be 
g iv e n  an in c e n t iv e  to  h o ld  h i s  la n d .  Now when you r e f e r  to  
th e  maps you w i l l  see t h a t  in  D o u g la s C o u n ty , w h ich  does 
n o t have a grow th m echanism , as does L a n c a s t e r  C o u n ty , 
does n o t . . . u s e s  S ID s and a llo w s  S ID s to  g ro w , b u t what i s  
h a p p e n in g  i s  i s  t h a t  many i n d i v i d u a l s  have c h o se n  to  h o ld  
t h e i r  la n d  u n t i l  th e  d evelop m en t o f  th e  c i t y  has grown 
up arou n d them. Nov; what happens in  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  when 
th e  develop m en t has grown up aro u n d  them and th e y ch oose 
to  go f u r t h e r  and f u r t h e r  o u t b e c a u se  th ey c a n ’ t buy th e  
la n d  t h a t  r e a l l y  i s  in  th e  n orm al g row th p a t t e r n ,  th e y  
have to  go f u r t h e r  o u t .  Now what we a re  s a y in g  i s  i s  t h a t  
we d o n ’ t  want to  e n c o u ra g e  u rb a n  s p r a w l by p r o v i d i n g . . .mak
in g  i t  even e a s i e r  f o r  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  to  make a l a r g e r  
amount o f  money, pay a s m a lle r  amount o f  i n t e r e s t ,  i f  he 
w a it s  in  f a c t  f o r  a lo n g e r  and lo n g e r  p e r io d  o f  tim e  and 
f o r c e s  develo p m ent f u r t h e r  away from  th e  c i t y ,  f u r t h e r  
out from  th e  c i t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  th o s e  c i t i e s  t h a t  u se  th e 
SID  m echanism , to  a llo w  t h i s  to  be a b re a k  o r  to  be b a s i c a l l y  
a s p e c u la t iv e  s o r t  o f  v e n t u r e .  Now th e  q u e s t io n  o f  s i x  
p e r c e n t ,  I  have h e a rd  S e n a to r W a rn e r’ s argum ents f o r  t h i s
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