
A p r i l  6 ,  1 9 8 1 LB 8 7

SENATOR HIGGINS: Yes s i r .

SENATOR WESELY: S e n a to r H ig g in s ,  what i s  th e  b a s ic  t h r u s t  
th e n  o f  th e s e  amendments? Are you t r y i n g  to  p r o v id e  f o r  
an o p p o r t u n it y  to  s t i l l  go th ro u g h  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  f i n d i n g  
some f a c i l i t y  to  ta k e  c a re  o f  th e s e  p e o p le  b u t you a r e  
j u s t  c o n c e rn e d  w it h  th e  f a c t  th a t  some o f  them j u s t  won’ t  
h e lp  them and so  b e f o r e .  . .w hat i s  r e a l l y  th e  t h r u s t  o f  
th e  amendments and who b ro u g h t them to  you?

SENATOR HIGGINS: W e ll,  th e  p ro b le m  t h a t  we have had i n  th e
p a s t  i s  t h a t  th e  p o lio s  i n  t h e i r  a t te m p t , we a re  t a lk i n g  
ab out th e  h a rd  c o re  d e r e l i c t  from  downtown Omaha and my 
d i s t r i c t  b o r d e rs  downtown. In  th e  p a s t  when th e y  w ould 
ta k e  them to  some d e t o x i f i c a t i o n  c e n t e r s  th e  d e to x  c e n t e r s  
w ould sa y  we a r e  f u l l ,  we d o n ’ t  have any room. H o s p it a ls  
w ould n o t t r e a t  them b e ca u se  th e y  were a f r a i d  o f  m a lp r a c t ic e ,  
and th e  p o l i c e  w a ste  so much tim e  from  g o in g  from  p la c e  to 
p la c e  to  p la c e ,  t h a t  w it h  th e s e  amendments in s t e a d  o f  
t a k in g  them to  th o s e  p la c e s  th e y  w i l l  be a b le  to  te le p h o n e  
th o s e  p la c e s , t h a t  have shown i n  th e  p a s t ,  a w i l l i n g n e s s  to  
ta k e  th e  i n t o x ic a t e d  p e rs o n  and say we have t h i s  g en tle m an  
h e re  and he i s  f r e e z in g  to  d e a th  and he i s  c o ld  o r  he i s  
la y in g  i n  th e m id d le  o f  th e  s t r e e t .  Would you ta k e  him ?
What i t  w ould do i s  number one i t  w i l l  save  o u r  p o l i c e  
o f f i c e r s  an a w fu l l o t  o f  t im e , and we have a s h o rta g e  o f  
p o lic e m e n  anyw ay. Number tw o, i t  w i l l  sa ve  gas so  we a r e  
n o t b u rn in g  up a l l  o f  t h a t  gas g o in g  from  p la c e  to  p la c e  
to  p la c e .  F r a n k ly ,  i t  h as g o tte n  t o  th e  p o in t  i n  Omaha 
where th e  p o l i c e  th e y  know by h e a r t  who w i l l  n ot ta k e  them 
so i t  i s  e a s i e r  i f  th e y can j u s t  p ic k  up th e  phone and c a l l  
th e  on es t h a t  w ould ta k e  them and sa y  we have a g e n tle m an  
o r  a woman h e r e , w ould you a c c e p t  them , o r do you have 
room?

SENATOR WESELY: I s  t h i s  amendment s u p p o rte d  by say th e
Omaha P o lic e  o r any group  o r  a r e  th e y  j u s t  d r a f t e d  on y o u r 
b e h a lf ?

SENATOR HIGGINS: J u s t  a seco n d  and I ' l l  g iv e  you a l i s t
o f  who s u p p o r t s .  I  have h e re  S e n a to r W esely a l e t t e r  from  
th e  L in c o ln  C e n te r A s s o c ia t io n  s a y in g  th a t  th e y  a p p ro v e  o f  
LB 8 7 , i t  s a y s ,  ’’ L in c o ln  C e n te r A s s o c ia t io n  i s  a n o n - p r o f it  
o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  r e t a i l e r ' s, p ro p e r t y  o w n e rs, and o t h e r  
b u s in e s s e s  w o rk in g  to g e t h e r  to  in s u r e  a h e a lt h y  v i t a l  
c e n t r a l  b u s in e s s  d i s t r i c t .  We f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  can o n ly  
a id  us i n  a c h ie v in g  o u r g o a ls  and u rg e  i t s  p a s s a g e ."  The 
T h u rs to n  County S h e r i f f ’ s D e p a rtm e n t, th e  s h e r i f f  h im s e lf  
w ro te  a l e t t e r  s a y in g  t h a t  he su p p o re d  8 7 . The N e b ra ska  
County A t t o r n e y 's  A s s o c ia t io n ,  " I  r e c e iv e d  a copy o f  LB 87
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