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SENATOR HOAGLAND: Mr. P r e s i d e n t  and c o l l e a g u e s ,  I  have
p r e p a r e d  a s t a t e m e n t  t o  make I n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  b i l l  b u t  
o b v i o u s l y  i t  i s  n o t  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  do t h a t  a t  t h i s  t i m e .
I t h i n k  we have  h e a r d  f rom a l o t  o f  p e o p l e  and i t  i s  q u i t e  
c l e a r  what  t h e  i s s u e s  a r e  and many o f  us  would j u s t  a s  
soon  have t h e  v o t e  and v o t e  f o r  t h e  b i l l .  Le t  me j u s t  make 
a c o u p l e  o f  r e m a r k s .  Le t  me sa y  t h a t  t h i s  i s  an  i m p o r t a n t  
b i l l .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  i t  p a s s  a s  w r i t t e n .  I  would 
commend S e n a t o r  C h r o n i s t e r  f o r  b r i n g i n g  t h i s  b i l l  t o  o u r  
a t t e n t i o n  and I  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  
t h a t  what  t h i s  b i l l  does  i s  s im p ly  s t a b i l i z e s  t h e  s a l a r y  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among t h e  j u d g e s  so we d o n ' t  have  d i f f e r e n t  
g ro u p s  o f  j u d g e s  coming i n  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  
t y p e s  o f  s a l a r y  i n c r e a s e s .  I t  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  p u t  an end  
f o r  once and  f o r  a l l  t o  t h e  f i g h t i n g  among t h e  j u d g e s  them
s e l v e s  a s  t o  t h e  r e l a t i v e  d e g r e e s  o f  t h e i r  s a l a r i e s  f rom 
one  group t o  t h e  n e x t .  T h i s  i s  n o t  an i s s u e  a s  t o  how much 
th e y  s h o u l d  be p a i d .  V/e w i l l  c o n f r o n t  t h a t  i s s u e  i n  f u t u r e  
l e g i s l a t u r e s .  T h is  is j u s t  an i s s u e  t o  s e t  o u t  an a p p r o p r i a t e  
p e r c e n t a g e  s c h e d u l e .  I  t h i n k  i t  do es  t h a t  and I  would  u r g e  
t h e  a d v a n c e m en t .  Thank you Mr. P r e s i d e n t .

SENATOR CLARK: S e n a t o r  Vard J o h n s o n .

SENATOR VARD JOHNSON: Mr. S p e a k e r ,  members o f  t h e  bo dy ,
I  have be en  v e ry  t r o u b l e d  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  
b i l l  o r  n o t  b e c a u s e  I  t h i n k  i t  i s  an  i m p o r t a n t  c o n c e p t  
t h a t  p e o p l e  t h a t  p r o v i d e  a  m a j o r  f u n c t i o n  t o  t h e  s t a t e  
i . e .  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  j u s t i c e ,  which  i s  what o u r  c o u r t s  
do, have  t o  come p e r i o d i c a l l y  b e f o r e  a body t o  j u s t i f y  
t h e i r  a c t i o n s  which  o f  c o u r s e  i s  what  j u d g e s  do have t o  
do when th e y  do r e q u e s t  s a l a r y  i n c r e a s e s .  Now, I  d o n ' t  
t h i n k  t n a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  ha s  e v e r  demeaned t h e  j u d i c i a r y  
i n  t e r m s  o f  e x a m in in g  i t s  c o n d u c t .  But I  do t h i n k  t h a t  one 
o f  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  t h a t  we have  i n  p a s s i n g  on pay r a i s e s  o r  
pay r e q u e s t s ,  i t  doe s  g i v e  us an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  have  a 
d i a l o g u e  w i t h  a c o - e q u a l  b r a n c h  o f  government  i . e .  t h e  
j u d i c i a r y .  So i t  seems t o  me t h a t  i t  may be t o  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  
n o t  j u s t  t o  t h i s  l e g i s l a t u r e  b u t  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  
o f  N ebra sk a  f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  p e r i o d i c a l l y  v i s i t  w i t h  
t h e  j u d i c i a r y  o v e r  a  m a t t e r  o f  r e a l  c o n c e r n  t o  t h e  j u d i c i a r y ,  
t h e i r  p a y .  Now, i f  we p a s s  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  t h e n  o u r  v i s i t  
r e a l l y  o n l y  t a k e s  p l a c e  w i t h  t h e  c h i e f  j u s t i c e  and t h e  
members o f  t h e  supreme c o u r t  b e c a u s e  a l l  o f  t h e  o t h e r  
s a l a r i e s  w i l l  f o l l o w  w h a t e v e r  we p r o v i d e  t h e  c h i e f  j u s t i c e .
I t  may w e l l  be t h a t  a t  t h e  g i v e n  t i m e  we r e a l l y  w i l l  want 
t o  have  a d i a l o g u e  w i t h  some m u n i c i p a l  c o u r t  j u d g e s  o r  
some workmens c o m p e n s a t i o n  j u d g e s  o r  some d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  
j u d g e s  o r  a j u v e n i l e  c o u r t  j u d g e  b e c a u s e  you and I and  t h e


