March 24, 1981

I think Senator Nichol and Senator DeCamp probably un-
fortunately hit the nail on the head, and | support the
introduction of this bill for the same reasons. But

1 also support the introduction of this bill because it
could possibly save 170 jobs, 170 families. 1 think

we need to all keep that in mind. This law has been on
the books since 1937 and it"s...when prohibition was
probably fresh in the minds of all of us, and I think
it"s obsolete. Now lowa has done away with this, and
lowa, Kansas, Missouri, Colorado, all permit private
label beer. So not only are our statutes antiquated but
1 also agree that we will probably find out a lot more
about this issue if the introduction of this bill is
allowed. 1 would urge your support not only for that
reason, not only to bring things a little more clearly
into focus, but also because there is a great possibility
and 1 am hopeful that we can save 170 jobs in South Omaha.
Thank you.

SPEAKER MARVEL: Senator Maresh.

SENATOR MARESH: Mr. Speaker, 1 have volumes of material
that was mail going between Mr. Kalmanovitz and the Governor
and the Liquor Commission way back a year ago. And 1

think he was asking that Nebraska look at its laws and

we didn"t. I spoke to a couple of the Omaha senators at
that time and they didn"t seem to be too concerned about

the problem and talked to one of the Liquor Commissioners.
He said, well they are carrying out the law and | wondered
why we couldn®"t change the law. I think it is going to

be a good law if we do change it. Why shouldn"t we have
plain labeled beer and allow quantity discounts just like
any other commodity, groceries. You see plain labeled
groceries in the grocery store cheaper than those that

are known brands, and | can see that it is going to help

the consumer to have a discount for large quantities and

for plain labeled beer. So 1 think we should change our

old law and put this on the books just like the other states
have. So 1 will support the introduction of this bill.

SPEAKER MARVEL: Senator Kahle.

SENATOR KAHLE: Mr. Speaker and members, | haven’t tried
this mike today yet so 1 thought 1 would see if it was
working and then Senator Maresh beat me to it. 1, too,
have thought for a long time that Falstaff was pleading
for help through the Liquor Commission and through...1
don®"t know whether they ever cooperated with the city
officials perhaps like they should have but 1 think Omaha
was too busy trying to get Cummin®s case to worry about



