
March 4, 1981 LB 390

next year he can come back, 20, 30, 50, 80, he wants 
to destroy a formula that would work and settle this 
issue forever. I think if Omahans, and Lincolnites 
and Sarpy Countyites are really sincere in settling the 
personal property tax issue and not opening every 
Pandora's Box on state aid and everything else, and 
not having a rural-urban split forever, that they would 
accept the very gracious amounts of money we are dump­
ing on them and not come and try to get in our knickers 
for a little bit more. That extra few dollars you are 
going to get just isn't worth the price, I don't think.
SPEAKER MARVEL: Senator Koch.
SENATOR KOCH: Mr. Speaker and members of the body, it
wasn't my intent to get involved in this argument be­
cause I have been in it ever since I have been here.
I was one of the few urban Senators that supported 
518 without a doubt in my mind. I have argued with 
Senator Schmit over the formula ever since its incep­
tion. He knows I have. We are all going to talk about 
our fiefdoms. I will tell you what my school district 
lost where I live, $19 million. You know what they 
get back under the stinking formula? A little over 
$500,000. You know what one mill means on $19 million?
A $190,000, And that is a fact. I get a little tired 
of people throwing things around here carelessly and 
stretching the truth. I heard enough of that last 
night. I have always tried to work with those people 
who come from greater Nebraska and I always will, but 
I get a iittle tired of you people using state aid 
carelessly. If you made a deal last year, John, I 
didn't know anything about it because I sat with you 
and Schmit and Fowler, Lewis, enough of us over here 
one night trying to make a determination with Senator 
Warner what bills were important in terms of finances.
We made a commitment. What the hell happened to that 
commitment the last couple of days? Who went over and 
told the Governor what they would and would not do?
There are a couple of us that have kept our commitments, 
and if you made a deal with me on state aid, you didn't 
tell me. I am getting tired of reading the newspapers 
what the deals are down here and who makes them. If 
it is going to be truth time, I am going to lay it on 
the board. Pride of authorship, isn't that great. Some 
day in history you are going to be recorded in the 
annals of men of profile and courage, and I would like 
to be around long enough to see who they record. We 
made no deal with you over state aid. In fact, I bent 
over backward on the state aid formula to try to give as fai


