
January 15, 1981

responsibility has been so diluted between various other 
committees that you can almost abolish the committee and 
I am going to tell you now that one committee could hear 
every bill and give it a fair hearing. But if we continue 
to argue about nonsense there is going to be one less mem­
ber here until I find out you have addressed the matter of
rules, then I will come back and I will promise you this, 
that when someone pops up with an amendment to an amend­
ment for the purpose of harassment or the purpose of de­
lay, that there are others in here who are going to do 
the same thing and we always waste a lot of time at the
first of the session and then with the last five or six or
seven or ten days, we deal with revenue bills and appropri­
ation bills in a hurry and that is the reverse of what it 
ought to be.

SPEAKER MARVEL: Your time is up. Senator Wesely.

SENATOR WESELY: Mr. Speaker, members of the Legislature, 
let me try and review for you the situation that we are 
in presently concerning the rules and emphasize some of 
the concerns I have. First off, we have discussed now, 
this is the fourth day that we have discussed the rules 
in this body. In discussions with Senator Marvel and others 
who have been here for many years, they don't recall an­
other time when we have spent as many days concerning the 
rules at the start of the session. We have taken a great 
deal of time to try and accommodate every individual the 
opportunity to speak about the rules, to discuss the rules, 
to amend the rules. V/e have spent three days, this is our 
fourth day, we have resolved a number of issues but we have 
left the majority of the rules to adopt as permanent rules. 
Now Senator Schmit hit the main problem, the main situation 
that we have yet to resolve and that is with the bill limi­
tation question. That is what seems to be concerning peopl 
still. Well let me tell you that we have already adopted 
the section of the rules as permanent rules,that section 
dealing with bill limitations. That has been adopted.
That is the permanent rule of the Legislature and it is 
already in place. To change that will take a suspension 
of the rules. It will also take thirty votes to change 
because it is the permanent rules of the Legislature.
That issue is moot unless you can get the thirty votes to 
get back to it but I am telling you we have already adopted 
that section of the rules as we have also adopted the sec­
tion of the rules dealing with the five day recess. Now 
those are the only two sections of the rules that we have 
adopted as permanent rules. So we have the 99% of the 
rules that we have discussed again for three days yet to 
be adopted as permanent rules. Now when we discussed 
these rule changes and we took the time with them, I want


