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necessarily there will still be some of this kind of juggling 
but at least it does two things. It says every Senator has 
the right to identify one bill as a priority bill regardless 
of what the Speaker and others may think and every committee 
chairman can designate an additional two. So there is a 
sharing of power. The second important concept in the Pri
ority bill system is that it forces some early decision 
making. Under the concept, by the forty-fifth day in the 
long session and by the thirtieth day in the short session 
the Speaker will cut off the designation of priority bills 
and everyone will by that time have identified what the Pri
ority bills are. I think that this will have an advantage 
to us of allowing you and I to redirect our resources at 
the bills we know are going to be up before the Legislature, 
the bills we know we are going to be debating, and it will 
give us more chance to prepare adeauately. I should also 
mention probably in light of the rule change that we just 
made with an unlimited number of bill introductions now, I 
think it is even more important that we have some sort of 
•priority bill system. I think I will leave the introduction 
at that and I would be glad to answer auestions with regard 
to how the system would work. While it is kind of a long 
rule but everything other than what I have talked about are 
primarily the mechanics of the rule. Thank you.

SPEAKER MARVEL: Any further discussion? Okay, the motion
is the adoption of...Senator Beutler, we are talking about 
the material that starts on page 27 and goes through page 28, 
is that correct?

SENATOR BEUTLER: That is correct, Mr. Speaker, with the ex
ception that the dates have been changed in accordance with 
your suggestion, I believe, from the thirtieth to the forty- 
fifth day and from the twentieth to the thirtieth day, the 
cut off date.

SPEAKER MARVEL: All those in favor of the... Senator Wesely.

SENATOR WESELY: I guess, Mr. Speaker, I was going to arise
in support of the Beutler rule change and I think it relates 
very well to the fact that we just lifted any limitation on 
individual bills by Individual senators. It seems to me as 
a result we ought to have a system to set priorities that may 
be more functional than maybe we have in the past, may have
started a little earlier than we have in the Past. I think
we have d6ne a fairly good job with that but it might help
to have those in the rules and more clearly defined for us.
So at this time in the way it seems to have been Presented,
I will support the Beutler amendment to the rules.


