January 13, 1981

Interpreting it and as | say, | am a freshman senator so
maybe 1 am wrong and then 1 have heard a lot of senators
talk about we should be able to bite the bullet and not

be afraid to put our own name on a bill. I°m not afraid
to do that any time and 1 don’t know why anybody would be
afraid to as long as it is something they believe in but
there are bills that my constituents might ask me to in-
troduce that I don’t believe in and 1 wouldn’t want to
introduce a bill and then have to vote against it but I
think that my constituents have that right to be heard

or to at least have a hearing. And then | wonder too
about the senators that have been saying, | lost my train
of thought for just a minute, the senators have been say-
ing that we should have the courage to put our name to
every bill and that all through their campaign all they
heard from their constituents was that this body intro-
duces too many bills. I heard that too during my campaign
but my district must be different from the other forty-
eight because all | heard from the people in my district
was, this body introduces too many bills that raise our
taxes or regulate our private lives or our businesses.

I never heard one of my constituents complain about
housekeeping bills or bills that didn’t affect their
p;>cketbook or their personal lives and 1 don’t think

that any of my constituents really realized the total
number of bills that are introduced and the number that
actually get to the floor and the number that are passed.
So I would like to mention that that my constituency at
least really doesn’t care how many bills we introduce.
What they care about is what bills iIncrease their taxes

or regulate their personal .Lives or their business and
finally, 1 wouldn’t put this in the way of a motion but

a suggestion that you might want to think about because

I know as a motion it would never pass but when you talk
about biting the bullet and how many bills we should have
introduced by committee and by individual senators, | laid
awake last night thinking, how would it be if committees
could introduce any kind of bills except tax raising bills
or bills that regulate people’s lives or businesses, only
state senators should be allowed to introduce bills that
raise taxes or regulate personal lives or businesses. |
wonder if we had a rule like that, how that would be received
by this body and 1 think really that is what we are saying
that we use the committees to introduce those type of bills
and perhaps that is cowardly. That is all 1 wanted to say
and now anybody that wants to correct me and tell me where
I have misunderstood this debate | would appreciate it be-
cause | have pretty much made up my mind how I am going to
vote but if 1 have misunderstood,l would like to know it.
Thank you, Mr. President.



