March 11, 1980 LB 849

then? Do they have a representative in the state? Do they
have a representative present at these matches?

SENATOR FITZGERALD: Now I don't know whzt thelir table
organization was but it was brought up tc us at the com-
mittee that the Silver Gloves supervises and I think
that Senator Powers has some information on that.

SENATOR DWORAK: Then who 1s the Silver Gloves? I am sorry.
I thought we were on the bill. Okay, I am sorry, Mr.
President. I will wait until the bill.

PRESIDENT: Before we get to the next speaker, the Chair
would like to introduce some of Senator Warner's guests,
some 58 students from the Seventh grade from Ashland
Public Schools, with their Social Studies teacher,

Mr. Mike Lowry. They are up here in the North balcony.
Would they stand up and be recognized? Welcome to the
Legislature. And Senator Newell also has as a guest over
here in the South balcony, Mr. Jim Beutel, frem the Omaha
Publie School Board member. He is Chairman of the Northwest
Omaha Resident Association, Chairman, Board of Trustees,
Brotherhood of Railway Clerks. He 1s over here under

the South balcony. Welcome! The Chair recognizes Senator
Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman, and members of the Legis-
lature, like Senator Simon, I think there is a reason to
have grave concern about the safety of people who parti-
cipate in boxing. For those pecople who enjoy watching

it as fans and those who will participate, you know,
wherever you particlpate jJjust for the fun of it, boxing
can be something that is exhilarating, I imagine, exciting,
and all of the other things that are connected with the
macho spirit in this country. Nevertheless, the individuals
who participate are often viewed only as means of providing
entertainment for others or moneymaking property. They

are not viewed as human beings. T know a lot of boxers
personally. Some of them are very capable, others not so.
I know one young man who was able to take a tremendous
amount of punishment, more than was good for him. He was
not knocked out until late in his career, but he walks

on his heels. He has scar tissue over both eyes. His

face 1s distorted from the number of punches that he has
absorbed and I know that Senator Simon's amendment will

not necessarily prevent all of these types of things
occurring toc an individual, but nevertheless, injuries
which could result from a latent condition that perhaps

a physician would detect but not necessarily an assistant
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