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list of people and you will find that, and I think Senator
Murphy has done an excellent job of cataloguing them and you
will find that a good portion of these dollars go to
hire staff, go for equipment, go for buildings perhaps, I
don't know what else, but the actual alcoholic really
receives very little of the dollar that is so well in­
tentionally appropriated. I just v1sited with Senator
Cullan and I pointed out to him that at the bottom line
it's the city and the county that usually picks up the
tab to a certain and lesser extent perhaps the state. I
would hope that 1f the bill moves, and I'm not sure that
it will, but if it does move, I' ve asked Senator Cullan
and he has 1ndicated some interest in that, that there
be a way developed to divert the funds directly to those
subdivisions of government which have the ultimate respon­
sibility. If the city police pick up an alcoholic, the
city has some responsibility and some investment and some
costs. If it's a county sheriff who does it, the county
has some costs. There's no way that we can get around it,
and I can' t...I know I have received complaints from my
local city people, and my local county officials relative
to the fact that we have all of these programs, and all
of them are well intentioned, but very few of them get
the dollars to the point where they are needed, and it
still remains for the local go» "nment to pick up the
costs of treating the drunk, ana that's what they call
him. Now he doesn' t...you change a drunk from an...a
characteristic by calling him an alcoholic or a sick
person, or anything else. We all have those problems in
our communities, and they' re there. We can raise the tax
and we can start a new program, and we can hire new people
and more psychologists and more professional people, but
it's still the cop on the beat, and it's still the county
sheriff, who is the first in line when it comes to the
arrest, and it's still those individuals, the county attorneys
out there who have to make those decisions, and finally
when it comes right down to the bottom line, it's the
county and the city who is faced with most of the cost,
and I know that all these programs sound fine, but unless
you put the money where it does some real good, we' re
just chasing our tail. We'd just as well qui.t it. I
know that the county people have got to be very frustrated,
as are the city people when they see tens of thousands,
or hundreds of thousands of dollars appropriated...well
intentioned programs, none of them available to those
governments. All of them available to other people who
are not under their jur1sdiction. There are a number of
other programs here, and we' re going to have some that
are to come out of our Committee, which tend to try to treat


