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keeping and he says with regards to our recordkeeping
provisions that there are problems with it, and he says
there is no provision for confidentiality and he talks
about a case that is known as Planned Parenthood of
Missouriv. Danforth or commonly called, I guess, the
D anfort h c a se , b u t h e s a y s , "There is no provision for
confidentiality; and in the Planned Parenthood case
the Court specifically said that the fact that the
statute provided for confidentiality and for keeping
the records only seven years were factors that assisted
in persuading the Court that the provision was consti­
tutional. The Nebraska statute has no such provision."
Then he goes on to talk about some vagueness and lack
of specificity in that section as far as the woman' s
name and so on. I think that sort of discussion of
confidentiality is a sort of thing that Senators Hoag­
land, Johnson and DeCamp were trying to address with
this amendment. Now when Senator Venditte says that
we will not know how many abortions are performed in
the State of Nebraska, that is not true. There was
an annual of compilation that will be required in this
form. What will be confidential but will be known to the
people in the Department of Health is which doctors
perform which abortions and Senator Venditte's amend­
ment makes every, as I understand it, every individual
form a public record. Now I may be wrong but in read­
ing it every reporting form becomes a public record,
and this contains a good deal of information on indivi­
duals that I think is valuable maybe in its compilation
as far as a state wide picture and I can see no public
value other than perhaps harassment in knowing about
it in the individual cases. So based on what Judge
Urbom has said with regards to confidentiality as far
as recordkeeping and based on the requirements that
are in the form right now, I think that if we do not
provide for confidentiality of the physician, if we
do not indicate that the forms themselves are not pub­
lic record, although the compilation is, that we will
Jeopardize the constitutionality of this section. So
I would oppose Senator Venditte's amendment.

SPEAKER MARVEL: Senator Cullan.

SENATOR CULLAN: Mr. President and members of the Legis­
lature, I wonder if Senator Hoagland could yield to a
question with respect to this bill. Senator Hoagland.

SENATOR HOAGLAND: I would be happy to yield, Mr. Speaker.

SPEAKER MARVEL: Are you addressing a question to Senator
Hoagland?


