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EIGHTEENTH DAY - FEBRUARY 2, 2026

LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL

ONE HUNDRED NINTH LEGISLATURE
SECOND SESSION

EIGHTEENTH DAY

Legislative Chamber, Lincoln, Nebraska
Monday, February 2, 2026

PRAYER

The prayer was offered by Pastor Michael Eckelkamp, Christ Lincoln,
Lincoln.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Pledge of Allegiance was offered by Senator Bosn.
ROLL CALL

Pursuant to adjournment, the Legislature met at 10:00 a.m., President Kelly
presiding.

The roll was called and all members were present except Senators Bostar,
DeBoer, Dover, Hughes, Juarez, and Raybould who were excused until they
arrive.

CORRECTIONS FOR THE JOURNAL
The Journal for the seventeenth day was approved.
REFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT
The Legislative Council Executive Board submits the following report:

LB/LR Committee

LR329 Natural Resources

Gottschalk, Kristen - Nebraska Power Review Board - Natural Resources

Liegl, David - Nebraska Power Review Board - Natural Resources

Owens, David - Stem Cell Research Advisory Committee - Health and
Human Services

(Signed) Ben Hansen, Chairperson
Executive Board
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COMMITTEE REPORT(S)
Nebraska Retirement Systems

LEGISLATIVE BILL 743. Placed on General File.
LEGISLATIVE BILL 822. Placed on General File.
LEGISLATIVE BILL 824. Placed on General File.

(Signed) Beau Ballard, Chairperson
Judiciary

LEGISLATIVE BILL 816. Placed on General File with amendment.
AM1814

1 1. Strike the original sections and insert the following new

2 sections:

3 Section 1. (1) The Legislature finds that it is common for public

4 safety personnel to experience stress and emotional difficulties as a

5 result of traumatic events and common job stressors experienced on a

6 regular basis. Peer support can be beneficial to public safety personnel
7 and can reduce the likelihood that such individuals will experience long-
8 term effects that may have a negative impact on their well-being.

9 (2) The Legislature further finds that confidentiality is a

10 necessary foundation of effective peer support. The privileged and

11 confidential nature of a peer support session ensures confidentiality and
12 encourages an individual to speak openly to a peer without fear that a
13 communication could be used against the individual in a disciplinary or
14 other hearing.

15 Sec. 2. For purposes of sections 1 to 4 of this act:

16 (1) Communication means any verbal, written, or electronic

17 communication;

18 (2) Critical incident means an actual or perceived event or

19 situation that involves a crisis, disaster, trauma, or emergency;

20 (3) Emergency care provider has the same meaning as in section

21 38-1206.04;

22 (4) Fire fighter means:

23 (a) An officer, employee, or member of a fire department or fire-

24 protection or firefighting agency of the state, a municipality, a rural

25 or suburban fire protection district, or any other political subdivision,
26 regardless of whether such person is a volunteer or paid;

27 (b) An officer, employee, or member of a fire service providing fire

1 protection to federal or state military installations; or

2 (¢) The State Fire Marshal or a deputy state fire marshal;

3 (5) Hospital personnel means employees or contractors of a hospital

4 who provide direct patient care or emergency services, and includes

5 physicians, nurses, emergency department staff, and trauma center

6 personnel;

7 (6) Law enforcement agency means:

8 (a) A law enforcement agency as defined in section 81-1401; or

9 (b) A tribal police department;

10 (7) Law enforcement officer means:

11 (a) A law enforcement officer as defined in section 81-1401; or

12 (b) A member of a tribal police department or federal law

13 enforcement officer duly authorized to assert law enforcement powers by a
14 tribe in the State of Nebraska;

15 (8) Law enforcement support personnel means an employee of a

16 governmental entity who, by virtue of the person's job duties, provides
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17 support to law enforcement officers, and includes dispatchers, public
18 safety telecommunicators, crime scene and crime laboratory technicians,
19 criminal analysts, professional staff, and intelligence analysts;

20 (9)(a) Peer support services means any services provided by a peer

21 support team member that offer emotional or moral support to any public
22 safety personnel regarding a critical incident; professional, personal,
23 or social problem; or difficult life event.

24 (b) Peer support services includes services described in subdivision

25 (9)(a) of this section regardless of:

26 (i) How the peer support team member is contacted.;

27 (ii) Whether the services are conducted in a group or private

28 setting;

29 (iii) Where the services are requested or conducted; or

30 (iv) Whether the services are conducted in person or using

31 electronic communication;

1 (10) Peer support team means a group of peer support team members

2 serving one or more public safety agencies;

3 (11)(a) Peer support team member means an individual who:

4 (i) Has successfully completed at least twenty-four hours of peer

5 support training; and

6 (ii) Is officially designated by a public safety agency's head or

7 such head's designee to be a member of such agency's peer support team.
8 (b) A peer support team member need not be an employee of a public

9 safety agency or affiliated with a public safety agency and may include a
10 person acting in a volunteer or professional capacity:

11 (12) Peer support trainer means a subject matter expert in teaching

12 peer support for public safety personnel as evidenced by experience or
13 cultural competence or by holding appropriate certification or mental
14 health credentials;

15 (13) Peer support training means training which focuses on the needs
16 of public safety personnel and that is taught by a peer support trainer
17 who has been approved by the trainee's public safety agency;

18 (14) Personal representative has the same meaning as in section

19 30-3502;

20 (15) Proceeding means any civil, criminal, administrative,

21 arbitration, or disciplinary proceeding;

22 (16) Public safety agency means:

23 (a) A law enforcement agency:;

24 (b) A fire protection or emergency medical services agency;

25 (c) A hospital; or

26 (d) Any other agency or entity, including a nonprofit organization,

27 that employs, represents, or serves public safety personnel; and

28 (17) Public safety personnel means a law enforcement officer, a

29 correctional officer, a jail officer, a juvenile detention officer, a

30 firefighter, an emergency care provider, law enforcement support

31 personnel, hospital personnel, or ambulance service provider personnel.
1 Sec. 3. A public safety agency may establish a peer support team.

2 If a public safety agency does so, the agency shall develop written

3 guidelines for the peer support team and its members.

4 Sec. 4. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, the

5 following are privileged and confidential:

6 (a) Any communication occurring during a peer support services

7 meeting between a peer support team member and a recipient of peer

8 support services;

9 (b) Any communication relating to peer support services that is made

10 between peer support team members or between peer support team members
11 and the supervisors or clinical supervisors of a peer support team; and
12 (c) Any records detailing or arising out of interactions described

13 in subdivision (1)(a) or (b) of this section.

14 (2) Except as otherwise provided in this section, communications and
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15 records that are privileged and confidential under subsection (1) of this
16 section:

17 (a) Are not public records;

18 (b) Are not subject to discovery; and

19 (¢) Shall not be admissible in evidence in any proceeding.

20 (3) A peer support team member may disclose communications or

21 records described in subsection (1) of this section:

22 (a) With the written consent of the recipient of the peer support

23 services at issue;

24 (b) If the recipient of the peer support services at issue is

25 deceased, with the written consent of the recipient's surviving spouse or
26 personal representative;

27 (c) If there are articulable facts or circumstances that would lead

28 a reasonable, prudent person to fear for the safety of the peer support
29 services recipient, another individual, or society, and the peer support
30 team member communicates the information only to the potential victims,
31 appropriate family members, law enforcement, and other appropriate

1 authorities; or

2 (d) When the peer support team member is a defendant or respondent

3 in a proceeding arising from a complaint, accusation, or allegation filed
4 by the recipient of peer support services, in which case such

5 communications or records may be divulged but only to the extent

6 necessitated by such proceeding.

7 (4) The privilege and confidentiality provided for in this section

8 shall not apply to communications or records that a peer support member
9 is required to disclose because such communication or record:

10 (a) Indicates child abuse or neglect that must be reported under

11 section 28-711;

12 (b) Indicates abuse, neglect, or exploitation of a vulnerable adult

13 that must be reported under section 28-372; or

14 (¢) Causes the peer support team member to believe that the

15 recipient of peer support services has committed a criminal act.

16 (5) A peer support team member shall not be liable in any proceeding
17 for making a disclosure under subdivision (3)(c) or subsection (4) of

18 this section.

19 (6) A recipient of peer support services shall not be examined in

20 any proceeding regarding communications or records described in

21 subsection (1) of this section without his or her consent.

22 (7) This section does not prohibit any communications between peer

23 support team members or any communications between peer support team
24 members and the supervisors or staff of a peer support program.

25 (8) This section does not limit the disclosure, discovery, or

26 admissibility of information, testimony, or evidence that is:

27 (a) Obtained by a peer support team member from a source other than
28 a peer support services communication; or

29 (b) Acquired by any law enforcement personnel or emergency services
30 personnel during the course of employment and that is otherwise subject
31 to discovery or introduction into evidence.

(Signed) Carolyn Bosn, Chairperson
Revenue
LEGISLATIVE BILL 900. Placed on General File.

(Signed) R. Brad von Gillern, Chairperson
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RESOLUTION(S)

Pursuant to Rule 4, Sec. 5(b), LRs 318, 319, 320, 321, 322, 323, 324, 325,
326, and 327 were adopted.

PRESIDENT SIGNED

While the Legislature was in session and capable of transacting business,
the President signed the following: LRs 318, 319, 320, 321, 322, 323, 324,
325, 326, and 327.

MOTION(S) - Confirmation Report(s)

Senator Brandt moved the adoption of the Natural Resources Committee
report for the confirmation of the following appointment(s) found on
page 555:
Nebraska Ethanol Board
Jamie Bearup
Scott B McPheeters
Taylor Nelson

Voting in the affirmative, 41:

Andersen Conrad Holdcroft  Moser Storer

Arch DeKay Hunt Murman Storm
Armendariz Dorn Ibach Prokop Strommen
Ballard Dungan Jacobson  Quick von Gillern
Bosn Fredrickson Kauth Riepe Wordekemper
Brandt Guereca Lippincott Rountree

Cavanaugh, J. Hallstrom Lonowski  Sanders

Clements Hansen Meyer, F.  Sorrentino

Clouse Hardin Meyer, G.  Spivey

Voting in the negative, 0.
Present and not voting, 2:
Cavanaugh, M.  McKinney
Excused and not voting, 6:

Bostar Dover Juarez
DeBoer Hughes Raybould

The appointments were confirmed with 41 ayes, 0 nays, 2 present and not
voting, and 6 excused and not voting.

Senator Brandt moved the adoption of the Natural Resources Committee
report for the confirmation of the following appointment(s) found on
page 555:
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Game and Parks Commission
Douglas A Zingula

Voting in the affirmative, 42:

Andersen Clouse Hardin Meyer, G.  Spivey

Arch Conrad Holdcroft  Moser Storer
Armendariz DeKay Hunt Murman Storm

Ballard Dorn Ibach Prokop Strommen
Bosn Dungan Jacobson  Quick von Gillern
Bostar Fredrickson Kauth Riepe Wordekemper
Brandt Guereca Lippincott Rountree

Cavanaugh, J. Hallstrom Lonowski  Sanders

Clements Hansen Meyer, F.  Sorrentino

Voting in the negative, 0.

Present and not voting, 2:

Cavanaugh, M.  McKinney

Excused and not voting, 5:

DeBoer Dover Hughes Juarez Raybould

The appointment was confirmed with 42 ayes, 0 nays, 2 present and not
voting, and 5 excused and not voting.

Senator Brandt moved the adoption of the Natural Resources Committee
report for the confirmation of the following appointment(s) found on
page 555:
Nebraska Oil and Gas Conservation Commission
Steve Mattoon

Voting in the affirmative, 41:

Andersen Conrad Holdcroft  Moser Storer

Arch DeKay Hunt Murman Storm

Ballard Dorn Ibach Prokop Strommen
Bosn Dungan Jacobson  Quick von Gillern
Bostar Fredrickson  Kauth Riepe Wordekemper
Brandt Guereca Lippincott Rountree

Cavanaugh, J. Hallstrom Lonowski  Sanders

Clements Hansen Meyer, F.  Sorrentino

Clouse Hardin Meyer, G.  Spivey
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Voting in the negative, 0.
Present and not voting, 3:
Armendariz  Cavanaugh, M.  McKinney
Excused and not voting, 5:
DeBoer Dover Hughes Juarez Raybould

The appointment was confirmed with 41 ayes, 0 nays, 3 present and not
voting, and 5 excused and not voting.

Senator Brandt moved the adoption of the Natural Resources Committee
report for the confirmation of the following appointment(s) found on
page 556:
Nebraska Environmental Trust Board
Garfield Coleman

Voting in the affirmative, 34:

Andersen Clouse Hallstrom Meyer, G. Sorrentino
Arch Conrad Hardin Moser Storer
Ballard DeKay Hughes Murman  Storm

Bosn Dorn Jacobson  Prokop Strommen
Brandt Dungan Kauth Riepe von Gillern
Cavanaugh, J. Fredrickson Lonowski Rountree =~ Wordekemper
Clements Guereca Meyer, F.  Sanders

Voting in the negative, 0.
Present and not voting, 12:

Armendariz DeBoer Hunt McKinney
Bostar Hansen Ibach Quick
Cavanaugh, M.  Holdcroft Lippincott  Spivey

Excused and not voting, 3:
Dover Juarez Raybould

The appointment was confirmed with 34 ayes, 0 nays, 12 present and not
voting, and 3 excused and not voting.

Senator Brandt moved the adoption of the Natural Resources Committee
report for the confirmation of the following appointment(s) found on
page 567:
Nebraska Natural Resources Commission
Scott Dicke
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Voting in the affirmative, 37:

Andersen Conrad Hardin Meyer, F.  Sorrentino
Arch DeBoer Holdcroft ~ Moser Storer
Ballard DeKay Hughes Murman Storm

Bosn Dorn Hunt Prokop von Gillern
Brandt Dungan Jacobson Quick Wordekemper
Cavanaugh, J.  Guereca Juarez Riepe

Clements Hallstrom  Kauth Rountree

Clouse Hansen Lonowski  Sanders

Voting in the negative, 0.
Present and not voting, 10:

Armendariz  Cavanaugh, M. Ibach McKinney  Spivey
Bostar Fredrickson Lippincott ~ Meyer, G. Strommen

Excused and not voting, 2:
Dover Raybould

The appointment was confirmed with 37 ayes, 0 nays, 10 present and not
voting, and 2 excused and not voting.

Senator Brandt moved the adoption of the Natural Resources Committee
report for the confirmation of the following appointment(s) found on
page 567:
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
Scott Cassels

Voting in the affirmative, 39:

Andersen Conrad Hardin Lonowski  Sanders

Arch DeBoer Holdcroft  Meyer, F.  Sorrentino
Ballard DeKay Hughes Moser Spivey

Bosn Dungan Hunt Murman Storer

Brandt Fredrickson Jacobson  Prokop Storm
Cavanaugh, J. Guereca Juarez Quick von Gillern
Clements Hallstrom Kauth Riepe Wordekemper
Clouse Hansen Lippincott Rountree

Voting in the negative, 0.

Present and not voting, 8:
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Armendariz  Cavanaugh, M. Ibach Meyer, G.
Bostar Dorn McKinney  Strommen

Excused and not voting, 2:
Dover Raybould

The appointment was confirmed with 39 ayes, 0 nays, 8 present and not
voting, and 2 excused and not voting.

Senator Sanders moved the adoption of the Government, Military and
Veterans Affairs Committee report for the confirmation of the following
appointment(s) found on page 570:
Nebraska Accountability and Disclosure Commission
J.L. Spray

Voting in the affirmative, 41:

Andersen Conrad Hardin Meyer, F.  Spivey

Arch DeBoer Holdcroft  Moser Storer
Armendariz DeKay Hughes Murman Storm

Ballard Dorn Hunt Prokop von Gillern
Bosn Dungan Jacobson  Quick Wordekemper
Brandt Fredrickson Juarez Riepe

Cavanaugh, J. Guereca Kauth Rountree

Clements Hallstrom Lippincott  Sanders

Clouse Hansen Lonowski  Sorrentino

Voting in the negative, 0.
Present and not voting, 6:

Bostar Ibach Meyer, G.
Cavanaugh, M. McKinney  Strommen

Excused and not voting, 2:
Dover Raybould

The appointment was confirmed with 41 ayes, 0 nays, 6 present and not
voting, and 2 excused and not voting.

Senator Sanders moved the adoption of the Government, Military and
Veterans Affairs Committee report for the confirmation of the following
appointment(s) found on page 570:
State Fire Marshal
Douglas Hohbein
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Voting in the affirmative, 38:

Andersen Clements  Hardin Lonowski  Sorrentino
Arch Clouse Holdcroft  Meyer, F. Spivey
Armendariz Conrad Hughes Moser Storer

Ballard DeBoer Hunt Murman Storm

Bosn DeKay Jacobson Prokop von Gillern
Brandt Dungan Juarez Quick Wordekemper
Cavanaugh, J.  Guereca Kauth Rountree

Cavanaugh, M. Hallstrom Lippincott  Sanders
Voting in the negative, 0.
Present and not voting, 9:

Bostar Fredrickson Ibach Meyer, G. Strommen
Dorn Hansen McKinney  Riepe

Excused and not voting, 2:
Dover Raybould

The appointment was confirmed with 38 ayes, 0 nays, 9 present and not
voting, and 2 excused and not voting.

NOTICE OF COMMITTEE HEARING(S)
Transportation and Telecommunications
Room 1510 1:30 PM

Monday, February 9, 2026

Heath Mello - State Highway Commission
LB1121

LB1202

LB1104

(Signed) Mike Moser, Chairperson
AMENDMENT(S) - Print in Journal

Senator McKinney filed the following amendment to LB742:

FA946
On page 2, line 3, strike "shall" and add "may".

Senator Hughes filed the following amendment to LB1038:

FA947
On page 2, line 3, after "Of", strike "the" and insert "a".
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RESOLUTION(S)
LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION 336. Introduced by Spivey, 13.

WHEREAS, there is an epidemic of missing Black women and children in
the United States, and Nebraska is not immune to this epidemic; and

WHEREAS, over seven hundred Black women and children go missing
every year in Nebraska, and the majority of reported missing are Black
children with more than four hundred children going missing in 2025; and

WHEREAS, missing Black children are often labeled as runaways,
causing delays in time and resources devoted to searching for them; and

WHEREAS, Camisha Hollis, a mother of three, was reported missing in
April 2018 and declared legally dead in 2025 without her body being
recovered; and

WHEREAS, Tyler Thomas, a nineteen-year-old college freshman, was
reported missing in December 2010, was declared legally dead in 2013, and
her body has not been recovered; and

WHEREAS, Amber Harris was only twelve years old when she went
missing on November 29, 2005, after getting off her school bus, and her
body was found in Hummel Park in May 2006; and

WHEREAS, Camisha, Tyler, and Amber are missed every day by their
friends, families, and communities, and their stories are just a few out of
hundreds more that must be uplifted; and

WHEREAS, the State of Nebraska has made a commitment to protecting
women and children and by identifying barriers and creating partnerships to
increase reporting and investigation, there can be an increase in found Black
women and children on their way home to their families.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE
ONE HUNDRED NINTH LEGISLATURE OF NEBRASKA, SECOND
SESSION:

1. That the Legislature acknowledges and celebrates the efforts of
community organizations and individuals in raising awareness to Bring Her
Home efforts in Nebraska.

2. That copies of this resolution be sent to the families of Camisha Hollis,
Tyler Thomas, and Amber Harris.

Laid over.
LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION 337. Introduced by Spivey, 13.

WHEREAS, Mama's Attic - African American History Center and Doll
Museum is one of only two brick-and-mortar Black doll museums in the
country and the first of its kind in Nebraska; and

WHEREAS, Mama's Attic is celebrating five years in operation of curated
themed exhibits that explore African American history and culture within
the broader context of American history and race relations; and

WHEREAS, Mama's Attic houses three centuries of Black dolls to show
how Black doll making parallels the state of race relations in America; and
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WHEREAS, LaVon Stennis-Williams is the founder and director of
Mama's Attic - African American History Center and Doll Museum; and

WHEREAS, Mama's Attic presents carefully researched exhibits curated
around historical themes attracting thousands of visitors adding to the
tourism and vibrancy of Nebraska.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE
ONE HUNDRED NINTH LEGISLATURE OF NEBRASKA, SECOND
SESSION:

1. That the Legislature congratulates Mama's Attic - African American
History Center and Doll Museum for celebrating five years and recognizes
LaVon Stennis-Williams for her amazing vision and intentional leadership
in showcasing African American history through a unique and important
story-telling lens.

2. That copies of this resolution be sent to Mama's Attic - African
American History Center and Doll Museum and LaVon Stennis-Williams.

Laid over.

ANNOUNCEMENT
Pursuant to Rule 8, Sec. 3, the Appropriations Committee presented its
preliminary report on February 2, 2026, summarizing the recommended
appropriations for the following biennium.

GENERAL FILE

LEGISLATIVE BILL 669. Senator Hunt renewed MO171, found on page
1101, First Session, 2025, and considered on page 572, to indefinitely
postpone pursuant to Rule 6, Sec. 3(f).

Senator Kauth moved the previous question. The question is, "Shall the
debate now close?"

Senator M. Cavanaugh moved for a call of the house. The motion prevailed
with 21 ayes, 4 nays, and 24 not voting.

Senator Hunt requested a roll call vote on the motion to cease debate.

Voting in the affirmative, 27:

Andersen DeKay Jacobson Moser Strommen
Armendariz Dorn Kauth Murman von Gillern
Ballard Hallstrom Lippincott ~ Sanders Wordekemper
Bosn Hansen Lonowski Sorrentino

Clements Hardin Meyer, F. Storer

Clouse Hughes Meyer, G. Storm

Voting in the negative, 12:
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Cavanaugh, J.  Fredrickson Hunt McKinney
Conrad Guereca Ibach Quick
Dungan Holdcroft Juarez Rountree

Present and not voting, 8:

Arch Brandt DeBoer Riepe
Bostar Cavanaugh, M.  Prokop Spivey

Excused and not voting, 2:
Dover Raybould

The motion to cease debate prevailed with 27 ayes, 12 nays, 8 present and
not voting, and 2 excused and not voting.

Senator M. Cavanaugh requested a roll call vote on the motion to
indefinitely postpone prior to the bill being read.

Voting in the affirmative, 7:

Cavanaugh, J. Dungan Juarez Rountree
Conrad Guereca McKinney

Voting in the negative, 31:

Andersen Clouse Hughes Meyer, G. Strommen
Arch DeKay Ibach Moser von Gillern
Armendariz Dorn Jacobson Murman Wordekemper
Ballard Hallstrom Kauth Sanders

Bosn Hansen Lippincott  Sorrentino

Brandt Hardin Lonowski Storer

Clements Holdcroft Meyer, F. Storm
Present and not voting, 9:

Bostar DeBoer Hunt Quick Spivey
Cavanaugh, M. Fredrickson Prokop Riepe

Excused and not voting, 2:

Dover Raybould

The Hunt motion to indefinitely postpone prior to the bill being read failed
with 7 ayes, 31 nays, 9 present and not voting, and 2 excused and not

voting.

The Chair declared the call raised.
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Senator Spivey offered the following motion:
MO389
Reconsider the vote taken on MO171.

Pending.
AMENDMENT(S) - Print in Journal

Senator Storer filed the following amendment to LB669:
AM1924 is available in the Bill Room.

Senator Storer filed the following amendment to LB669:

FA948
On page 1, line 6, strike "to".

Senator McKinney filed the following amendment to LB742:

AM1908

1 1. On page 2, line 3, strike "shall" and insert "may"; in line 5

2 strike "under" and insert "only if such policy requires"; and in line 6
3 strike "as" and insert "be met and".

UNANIMOUS CONSENT - Add Cointroducer(s)

Unanimous consent to add Senator(s) as cointroducer(s). No objections. So
ordered.

Senator Hardin name added to LB429.
Senator Andersen name added to LB938.

VISITOR(S)
Visitors to the Chamber were members of the Buffalo County Youth
Advisory Board, Kearney; Justin Korth, Omaha; members of Nebraska
Children and Family Foundation Youth Initiative and Legislative Day.
ADJOURNMENT

At 11:58 a.m., on a motion by Senator Dungan, the Legislature adjourned
until 10:00 a.m., Tuesday, February 3, 2026.

Brandon Metzler
Clerk of the Legislature
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