ONE HUNDRED NINTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION - 2025
COMMITTEE STATEMENT

LB355
Hearing Date: Thursday February 13, 2025
Committee On: Revenue
Introducer: Andersen
One Liner: Change provisions relating to census data used for certain tax and economic development
programs

Roll Call Vote - Final Committee Action:

Advanced to General File
Vote Results:

Aye: 7 Senators Bostar, Dungan, Jacobson, Kauth, Murman, Sorrentino, von

Gillern

Nay:

Absent: 1 Senator Ibach

Present Not Voting:

Testimony:

Proponents: Representing:
Senator Bob Andersen Opening Presenter
KC Belitz Nebraska Department of Economic Development
Opponents: Representing:
Neutral: Representing:

* ADA Accommodation Written Testimony

Summary of purpose and/or changes:

LB 355 amends several sections of law to either insert the use of the federal decennial census, substitute the use of
the American Community Survey 5-year Estimate for the federal decennial census, or eliminate the option to use the
federal decennial census instead of the American Community Survey 5-year Estimate in instances regarding the
distribution of funds or the determination of poverty and unemployment for economic development considerations.

Section 1. Amends Neb. Rev. Stat. § 13-1906 to require that the latest federal decennial census data, or population
information as determined by the Department of Economic Development if such census data is not available, be used
to calculate the population of a county for the twenty percent (20%) distribution of development district financial
assistance allocated by population.

Section 2. Amends Neb. Rev. Stat. 8§ 13-2610 to substitute use of the American Community Survey 5-year Estimate
for the federal decennial census (a) to determine for placement on the committee that identifies the use of funding
from the Convention Center Support Fund the city council member, the county commissioner, and the member of the
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Legislature with the highest level of persons below the poverty line greater than thirty percent (30%) in their particular
district and (b) for use within the definition of an area with a high concentration of poverty.

Section 3. Amends Neb. Rev. Stat. § 18-2103 to strike the use of the federal decennial census in determining the
average rate of unemployment under the definition of extremely blighted area in the Community Development Law.

Section 4. Amends subdivision (4)(e) of Neb. Rev. Stat. § 77-6831 to strike the use of the federal decennial census in
determining the average rate of unemployment under the definition of economic redevelopment area in the ImaginNE
Nebraska Act.

Section 5. Amends Neb. Rev. Stat. § 77-6906 to strike the use of the federal decennial census in determining the
average rate of unemployment under the definition of economic redevelopment in the Urban Redevelopment Act.

Section 6. Amends Neb. Rev. Stat. § 81-1203 to substitute use of the American Community Survey 5-year Estimate
in determining contiguous census tracts with incomes below the poverty line of greater than thirty (30%) for the
definition of high-poverty area used for purposes of subsections (3) through (5) of the statute relating to training
grants provided under the Job Training Cash Fund.

Section 7. Amends Neb. Rev. Stat. § 81-12,108 to strike the use of the federal decennial census in determining the
average rate of unemployment under the definition of economic redevelopment area in the Nebraska Innovation Hub
Act.

Section 8. Operative date section of July 1, 2025.

Section 9. Repealer.

Section 10. Emergency Clause

R. Brad von Gillern, Chairperson
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