LR138 LR138
2019 2019

ONE HUNDRED SIXTH LEGISLATURE

FIRST SESSION

LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION 138

Introduced by McDonnell, 5.

PURPOSE: The purpose of this interim study is to identify for adoption by the
Legislature three to five infrastructure project opportunities in eastern
Nebraska of sufficient size and scale to provide flood control, a stable and
reliable drinking water supply, power generation, climate change mitigation,
and recreation, and to attract and retain a workforce to foster regional and
economic growth.

To identify such opportunities in eastern Nebraska, the study shall:

(1) Compile information regarding: (a) Hydrology and water supply, (b)
geotechnical information, (c) existing infrastructure, (d) existing and future
recreation and economic needs in the region, (e) existing and expected economic
data for the region, (f) existing and expected demographic data for the region,
(g) future 1land use master plans, (h) existing and planned transportation
infrastructure, and (i) land ownership data;

(2) Develop threshold criteria regarding the size needed to be a viable
project;

(3) Identify potential project locations, opportunities, and constraints
including: (a) Proximity to urban areas and centers of economic development,
(b) size, (c) water and land availability, (d) existing infrastructure, (e)
socioeconomic considerations, (f) environmental impact, (g) public acceptance
or opposition, (h) ability to obtain federal, state, and local permits, (i)
relocation of communities, (j) public safety, and (k) long-term operation and
maintenance needs; and

(4) Define project elements to maximize the benefits within physical
constraints of the project, including concept-level definitions of

infrastructure improvements, recreational amenities, and land requirements.
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Such study shall be conducted by the Natural Resources Committee of the
Legislature in consultation with the University of Nebraska, the Department of
Economic Development, and the Department of Natural Resources.

NOwW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE ONE HUNDRED SIXTH
LEGISLATURE OF NEBRASKA, FIRST SESSION:

1. That the Natural Resources Committee of the Legislature shall be
designated to conduct an interim study to carry out the purposes of this
resolution.

2. That the committee shall upon the conclusion of its study make a report
of its findings, together with its recommendations, to the Legislative Council

or Legislature.



