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Introduced by Howard, 9.

PURPOSE:  The purpose of this study is to examine the term "shaken baby

syndrome" as it exists within the Nebraska statutes. Shaken baby syndrome is a

term often used by physicians and the public to describe abusive head trauma

inflicted on infants and young children. Although the term is well-known and

has been used for a number of decades, advances in the understanding of the

mechanisms and clinical spectrum of injury associated with abusive head trauma

compel us to modify our terminology to keep pace with our understanding of

pathologic mechanisms. Although shaking an infant has the potential to cause

neurologic injury, blunt impact or a combination of shaking and blunt impact

cause injury as well. The use of broad medical terminology that is inclusive of

all mechanisms of injury, including shaking, is required. The American Academy

of Pediatrics recommends that pediatricians develop skills in the recognition

of signs and symptoms of abusive head injury, including those caused by both

shaking and blunt impact, consult with pediatric subspecialists when necessary,

and embrace a less mechanistic term, "abusive head trauma," when describing an

inflicted injury to the head and its contents. This interim study shall

include:

(1) A comprehensive review of the Nebraska statutes to identify references

to shaken baby syndrome that could be changed to the recommended terminology of

abusive head trauma; and

(2) Identifying other similar terms within the accompanying statutes that

could be changed to reflect current recommendations.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE ONE HUNDRED FIFTH

LEGISLATURE OF NEBRASKA, SECOND SESSION:

1. That the Health and Human Services Committee of the Legislature shall
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be designated to conduct an interim study to carry out the purposes of this

resolution.

2. That the committee shall upon the conclusion of its study make a report

of its findings, together with its recommendations, to the Legislative Council

or Legislature.
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