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December 22, 2017 
 
 
 
Senator Adam Morfeld 
Nebraska Unicameral Legislature 
Room #1008 
P.O. Box 94604 
Lincoln, NE 68509 
 
RE: LR 167 Interim Study Report 
 
Senator Morfeld: 
 
Thank you for sponsoring Legislative Resolution 167 (LR 167) to study ways to improve the 
coverage of hearing aid costs for families in Nebraska.  
 
The NCDHH Full Board met on Friday, December 8, 2017 to review the interim study 
report, and it was approved. The recommendation of the Full Board is to persue legislation 
similar to the Georgia model, which I have enclosed. Work is currently underway with 
stakeholders to develop some consent legislation for the 2019 “long” session.  
 
We appreciate your continued support of the Deaf, Deaf-Blind and Hard of Hearing  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
John Wyvill 
Executive Director, NCDHH 
 
 
 
 
Enclosed:  
LR 167 Memorandum 
LR 167 
Georgia Report 
 
CC:  
Margie Propp, NCDHH Board Chairperson 
Clerk of the Nebraska Legislature 
Members of the LR 167 Interim Study Committee  
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MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: November 8, 2017 
 
TO: NCDHH Full Board 
 
FROM: John Wyvill 
 
RE: Hearing Aid Insurance Coverage Interim Study Report 
 
 
 
Over the last two years we have worked with an Interim Study group comprised of various 
stakeholders and medical professionals in an effort to work toward legislation for hearing 
aid insurance coverage in Nebraska. The group has coordinated to identify areas of concern, 
conduct necessary research and explore various ways to address the needs identified. In this 
group, other issues addressed are comparing other states regarding hearing aid coverage, 
options for insurance companies in providing coverage, and ways to improve the services 
being provided by hearing aid banks.  
 
We have been in recent contact with representatives in Georgia who have successfully 
passed legislation for hearing aid coverage in the state. Based off of feedback and 
conversations with Georgia representatives as well as the research and studies conducted in 
the Interim Study group, the interim study workgroup is recommending to pursue similar 
legislation in Nebraska. 
 
 
Enclosed:  
LR 463 (2016) 
LR 167 (2017) 
Georgia Report 
  



ONE HUNDRED FIFTH LEGISLATURE

FIRST SESSION

LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION 167

 

Introduced by Morfeld, 46.

PURPOSE:  The purpose of this interim study is to examine ways to improve the

coverage of hearing aid costs for Nebraska families. The study committee shall

coordinate with the Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing and work with

interested stakeholders to identify the areas of concern, conduct necessary

research, and explore various ways to address the needs identified. The issues

addressed by this interim study shall include, but not be limited to:

(1) How other states cover hearing aid costs;

(2) Whether hearing aid coverage should be included as an essential health

benefit under the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act or other

applicable federal provisions;

(3) An examination of health insurance coverage options for persons

requiring hearing aids; and

(4) Recommendations on how to improve the services being provided by the

hearing aid banks.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE ONE HUNDRED FIFTH

LEGISLATURE OF NEBRASKA, FIRST SESSION:

1. That the Health and Human Services Committee of the Legislature shall

be designated to conduct an interim study to carry out the purposes of this

resolution.

2. That the committee shall upon the conclusion of its study make a report

of its findings, together with its recommendations, to the Legislative Council

or Legislature.

LR167
2017

LR167
2017
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ONE HUNDRED FOURTH LEGISLATURE

SECOND SESSION

LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION 463

 

Introduced by Campbell, 25.

PURPOSE:  The purpose of this interim study is to examine ways to improve the

coverage of hearing aid costs for Nebraska families. The study committee shall

coordinate with the Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing and work with

interested stakeholders to identify the areas of concern, conduct necessary

research, and explore various ways to address the needs identified. The issues

addressed by this interim study shall include, but not be limited to:

(1) How other states cover hearing aid costs;

(2) Whether hearing aid coverage should be included as an essential health

benefit under the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act;

(3) An examination of health insurance coverage options for persons

requiring hearing aids; and

(4) Recommendations on how to improve the services being provided by the

hearing aid banks.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE ONE HUNDRED FOURTH

LEGISLATURE OF NEBRASKA, SECOND SESSION:

1. That the Health and Human Services Committee of the Legislature shall

be designated to conduct an interim study to carry out the purposes of this

resolution.

2. That the committee shall upon the conclusion of its study make a report

of its findings, together with its recommendations, to the Legislative Council

or Legislature.

LR463
2016

LR463
2016
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