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REPORT FOR: Nebraska Legislature, Health and Human Services Committee
REPORT DATE: November 1, 2012

LEGISLATIVE BILL: LB 821

COMMISSION NAME: Nebraska Children’s Commission

CONTACT PERSONS: Kerry Winterer, CEO, DHHS, (402) 471-9433

Karen Authier, Chairperson, (402) 898-7754
Beth Baxter, Vice Chairperson, (308) 237-5113

General Information:

LB 821, passed during the 2012 Legislative Session, created the Nebraska Children’s
Commission. Responsibilities include to:

o Create a statewide strategic plan for reform of the child welfare system programs and
services.

« Review the operations of DHHS regarding child welfare programs and services.

+ Recommend, ecither by the establishment of a new division within DHHS or
establishment of a new state agency, options for attaining the intent of this act.

» Provide a permanent forum for collaboration among state, local, community, public and
private stakeholders in child welfare programs and services,

Also required are a committec to examine state policy regarding the prescription and
administration of psychotropic drugs for state wards, a committee to examine the structure and

responsibilities of the Office of Juvenile Services, and other committees as necessary.

Progress Summary:

The Nebraska Children’s Commission met on September 14, 2012 and October 19, 2012, at the
Lincoln Heights Hotel, Lincoln, NE. The meeting agendas and the minutes are attached.

During both the September and October meetings, the Commission continued the process of
discussing what recommendations should be included in the Strategic Plan. The Commission’s
October planning process utilized the services of facilitators from Burnight Facilitated
Resources. The preliminary report from that planning session is also attached. The Commission
will be working on final recommendations for the Strategic Plan during November and
December.

The Commission’s four sub-committees continued to meet during September and October.
Recommendations from the Psychotropic Medication Committee, Juvenile Services (OJS)
Committee, Foster Care Reimbursement Rate Commiittee, and Title IV-E Demonstration Project



Committee will be included in the Strategic Plan that will be provided to the Health and Human
Services Committee in December.

Issues:
No issues have been brought forward to date.
Recommendations:

Recommendations are expected in future reports.
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NEBRASKA CHILDREN'S COMMISSION

Fourth Meeting
September 14, 2012
9:00-12:00 PM
Lincoln Heights Hotel - Lincoln Airport
1301 West Bond Cir, Lincoln, NE

Call to Order (Karen Authier)
a. Announcement of the placement of the Open Meetings Act information
Roll Call
Approval of Agenda
Approval of August 14, 2012, Minutes
Approval of the September 14, 2012, Report to the Health and Human Services Committee
Public Comment
Public comment will be limited to three minutes per person and fifteen minutes total
unless otherwise announced by the chairperson at the beginning of the public comment
period. Persons wishing to offer public comment will be asked to provide name and
address.
Chairperson’s Report (Karen Authier)
a. Status of RFP's
i. Action Item: Authorizing the Contract for Strategic Planning
Committee Reports
a. Psychotropic Medication Committee
b. Juvenile Services Committee
i. Action item: Approval of Additional members
c. Foster Care Reimbursement Rate Committee
d. Title IV-E Demonstration Project Committee
Children and Family Services Report {Thomas Pristow)
Legislative Report (Sen. Campbell)
Strategic Planning General Discussion
New Business
General Discussion no action item (15 minutes)
Next Meeting Dates (All times 9:00 am-12:00 pm)
a. Friday, October 19
b. Tuesday, November 20
Adjourn

9/12/2012



Nebraska Children’s Commission

Fourth Meeting
September 14, 2012
9:00 AM —12:00 PM
Lincoin Heights Hotel - Lincoln Airport
1301 West Bond Cir, Lincoln, NE

Call to Order

Karen Authier called the meeting to order at 9:01am and noted that the Open Meetings Act
information was posted in the back of the room as required by state law.

Roll Call

Commission Members present: Karen Authier, Beth Baxter, Nancy Forney, Candy Kennedy-
Goergen, Janteice Holston, Norman Langemach, Jennifer Nelson, David Newell, Mary Jo
Pankoke, Thomas Pristow, Dale Shotkoski, Becky Sorensen, Susan Staab, and Kerry Winterer.

Commission Members absent: Gene Klein, Martin Klein, Lisa Lechowicz, and John Northrop.

Ex Officio Members present: Ellen Brokofsky, Senator Kathy Campbell, Senator Colby Coash,
Hon. Linda Porter, and Vicky Weisz.

Ex Officio Members absent; Senator Lavon Heidemann
Also in attendance: Governor Dave Heineman; Jeremiah Blake from the Governor’s Policy
Research Office; Nathan Busch, Bonnie Engel, Sara Goscha, Vicki Maca, Wes Nespor, Terri

Nutzman, and Leesa Sorensen from the Department of Health and Human Services; and Elton
Larson from the Department of Administrative Services.

Approval of Agenda
A motion was made by Mary Jo Pankoke to approve the agenda as written, seconded by Jennifer

Nelson. A unanimous voice vote of voting members present was received. Gene Klein, Martin
Klein, Lisa Lechowicz, and John Northrop were absent. Motion carried.

Approval of July 16, 2012, Minutes

A motion was made by Mary Jo Pankoke to approve the minutes of the August 14, 2012,
meeting, seconded by Janteice Holston. A unanimous voice vote of voting members present was



received. Gene Klein, Martin Klein, Lisa Lechowicz, and John Northrop were absent. Motion
carried.

Approval of September 14, 2012, Report to the Health and Human Services Committee

A motion was made by Beth Baxter to approve the September 14, 2012, report, seconded by
Candy Kennedy-Goergen. Voting yes: Karen Authier, Beth Baxter, Nancy Forney, Candy
Kennedy-Goergen, Janteice Holston, Norman Langemach, Jennifer Nelson, David Newell, Mary
Jo Pankoke, Thomas Pristow, Dale Shotkoski, Becky Sorensen, Susan Staab, and Kerry
Winterer. No opposition. Gene Klein, Martin Klein, Lisa Lechowicz, and John Northrop were
absent. Motion carried.

Public Comment

Public comment was received from Sarah Helvey of Nebraska Appleseed who thanked all those
who participated in the meetings on September 13, 2012. It was noted that 85 stakeholders
participated in the meetings. Notes from the meetings and group discussion times will be made
available on the Nebraska Appleseed website.

John Northrop arrived at 9:28am.

Chairperson’s Report
Status of RFP’s

Karen Authier noted that the RFPs were still in process and would not be complete until
September 17, 2012. The process could result in a variety of outcomes, especially if the
cost for the top ranked proposal proponent was not satisfactory. If the outcome of the
RFP was not satisfactory, then it was noted that another approach would need to be taken
including the possibility of hiring a facilitator.

A motion was made by Beth Baxter to authorize the Department of Health and Human
Services to enter into a contract with the top ranked proposal proponent on the Strategic
Planning RFP 4079 Z1, if the final contract cost is reasonable and would leave sufficient
funds to carry out the remaining provisions of LB821 from the funds appropriated for that
purpose. The motion was seconded by David Newell.

Mary Jo Pankoke then made a motion to amend the main motion by adding the phrase
“with consultation of the Commission’s executive committee,” after the “Department of
Health and Human Services”. The motion was seconded by Becky Sorensen. The
Commission voted on the amendment as follows: Voting yes: Karen Authier, Beth
Baxter, Nancy Forney, Candy Kennedy-Goergen, Janteice Holston, Norman Langemach,
Jennifer Nelson, David Newell, John Northrop, Mary Jo Pankoke, Thomas Pristow, Dale



Shotkoski, Becky Sorensen, Susan Staab, and Kerry Winterer. No opposition. Gene
Klein, Martin Klein, and Lisa Lechowicz were absent. Motion carried.

The Commission then voted on the revised main motion as follows: Voting yes: Karen
Authier, Beth Baxter, Nancy Forney, Candy Kennedy-Goergen, Janteice Holston,
Jennifer Nelson, David Newell, Mary Jo Pankoke, Thomas Pristow, Dale Shotkoski,
Becky Sorensen, Susan Staab, and Kerry Winterer. Voting no: Norman Langemach.
Gene Klein, Martin Klein, and Lisa Lechowicz were absent. Motion carried.

Committee Reports
Psychotropic Medication Committee

Jennifer Nelson provided a written report with the final membership list for the
Psychotropic Medication Committee. The committee’s first meeting will be held on
September 25, 2012,

A motion was made by Kerry Winterer to approve the Psychotropic Medication
Committee report, seconded by Mary Jo Pankoke. Voting yes: Karen Authier, Beth
Baxter, Nancy Forney, Candy Kennedy-Goergen, Janteice Holston, Norman Langemach,
Jennifer Nelson, David Newell, John Northrop, Mary Jo Pankoke, Thomas Pristow, Dale
Shotkoski, Becky Sorensen, Susan Staab, and Kerry Winterer. No opposition. Gene
Klein, Martin Klein, and Lisa Lechowicz were absent. Motion carried.

Martin Klein arrived at 9:32am.
Juvenile Services Committee

Martin Klein provided an update on the Juvenile Services Committee, including a written
report.

Marty Klein made a motion to accept two new members to the committee — Pastor Tony
Sanders and Dalene Walker. Janteice Holston seconded the motion. Voting yes: Karen
Authier, Beth Baxter, Nancy Forney, Candy Kennedy-Goergen, Janteice Holston, Martin
Klein, Norman Langemach, Jennifer Nelson, David Newell, John Northrop, Mary Jo
Pankoke, Thomas Pristow, Dale Shotkoski, Becky Sorensen, Susan Staab, and Kerry
Winterer. No opposition. Gene Klein and Lisa Lechowicz were absent. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Mary Jo Pankoke to accept the Juvenile Services (OJS)
Committee report, seconded by Thomas Pristow. Voting yes: Karen Authier, Beth
Baxter, Nancy Forney, Candy Kennedy-Goergen, Janteice Holston, Martin Klein,
Norman Langemach, Jennifer Nelson, David Newell, John Northrop, Mary Jo Pankoke,
Thomas Pristow, Dale Shotkoski, Becky Sorensen, Susan Staab, and Kerry Winterer, No
opposition. Gene Klein and Lisa Lechowicz were absent. Motion catried.



Foster Care Reimbursement Rate Committee

Thomas Pristow provided an update on the Foster Care Reimbursement Rate Commiittee,
including a written report.

A motion was made by Mary Jo Pankoke to accept the Foster Care Reimbursement Rate
Committee report, seconded by Candy Kennedy-Goergen. Voting yes: Karen Authier,
Beth Baxter, Nancy Forney, Candy Kennedy-Goergen, Janteice Holston, Martin Klein,
Norman Langemach, Jennifer Nelson, David Newell, John Northrop, Mary Jo Pankoke,
Thomas Pristow, Dale Shotkoski, Becky Sorensen, Susan Staab, and Kerry Winterer. No
opposition. Gene Klein and Lisa Lechowicz were absent. Motion carried.

IV-E Demonstration Project Committee

Thomas Pristow provided an update on the [V-E Demonstration Project Committee,
including a written report.

A motion was made by Susan Staab to accept the IV-E Demonstration Project Committee
report, seconded by Janteice Holston. Voting yes: Karen Authier, Beth Baxter, Nancy
Forney, Candy Kennedy-Goergen, Janteice Holston, Martin Klein, Norman Langemach,
Jennifer Nelson, David Newell, John Northrop, Mary Jo Pankoke, Thomas Pristow, Dale
Shotkoski, Becky Sorensen, Susan Staab, and Kerry Winterer. No opposition. Gene
Klein and Lisa Lechowicz were absent. Motion carried.

Children and Family Services Report

Thomas Pristow presented information on DDHS activities related to the IV-E waiver and other
objectives the department is moving forward on at this time.

Legislative Report
Update on Interim Studies
Senator Campbell provided an update on the Interim Studies assigned to the Health and
Human Services Committee that have been scheduled for public hearing. She

specifically noted the hearings on October 5 and October 25 that may be of interest to
Commission members.

Recessed at 10:02am.

Reconvened at 10:22am with all members present as before.



Strategic Planning General Discussion
Beth Baxter provided the committee copies of the notes that came from small group discussions

that took place on August 14, 2012 after the Commission meeting. The notes were provided as a
discussion starter for items to consider in the Strategic Plan.

New Business

General Discussion no action item

Next Meeting Date

The next meeting is October 19, 9:00-12:00pm, at the Lincoln Heights Hotel.

Adjourn

A motion was made by Marty Klein to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Thomas Pristow. The
meeting adjourned at 11:59am.
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NEBRASKA CHILDREN’S COMMISSION

Fourth Meeting
October 19, 2012
9:00-12:00 PM
Lincoin Heights Hotel - Lincoln Airport
1301 West Bond Cir, Lincoln, NE

Call to Order {Karen Authier)
a. Announcement of the placement of the Open Meetings Act information
Roll Call
Approval of Agenda
Approvai of September 14, 2012, Minutes
Chairperson’s Report (Karen Authier)
a. Status of Strategic Planning
i. Action Item: DAS RFP Proposals
il. Action ltem: Facilitator
Cross-Systems Analysis RFP (Thomas Pristow)
Legislative Reports (Sen. Campbell and Sen. Coash)
Strategic Planning General Discussion
New Business
General Discussion no action item (15 minutes)
Next Meeting Dates
a. Tuesday, November 20
b. December meeting - TBD
Adjourn

10/18/2012



Nebraska Children’s Commission

Fifth Meeting
October 19, 2012
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Lincoln Heights Hotel — Lincoln Airport
1301 West Bond Cir, Lincoin, NE

Call to Order

Karen Authier called the meeting to order at 9:03am and noted that the Open Meetings Act
information was posted in the back of the room as 1equned by state law.

Roll Call

Commission Members present: Karen Authier, Béth-__Baxter,.N_aney F 01ney;"'Candy Kennedy-
Goergen, Gene Klein, Martin Klein, Norman Langemach, Jennifer Nelson, Mary Jo Pankoke,
Thomas Pristow, Dale Shotkoski, Becky Solensen Susan Staab and Kerry Winterer.

Commission Members absent: J antexce Holston Llsa Lech0w1cz Dav1d Newell, and John
Northrop. : S

Ex Officio Members pzesent Ellen Brokofsky, Senatoz Kathy Campbell, Senator Colby Coash,
Hon, Linda Porter, and Vlcky We1sz

Ex Officio Membexs absent Senatm Lavon He1demann

Also in attendance Govemox Dave Hememan Sara Goscha, Wes Nespor, Terri Nutzman, and
Leesa Sorensen from the Department of Health and Human Services.

Approval of Agenda

A motion was made by Susan Staab to approve the agenda as written, seconded by Kerry
Winterer. Voting yes: Karen Authier, Beth Baxter, Nancy Forney, Candy Kennedy-Goergen,
Gene Klein, Martin Klein, Norman Langemach, Jennifer Nelson, Mary Jo Pankoke, Thomas
Pristow, Dale Shotkoski, Becky Sorensen, Susan Staab, and Kerry Winterer. Voting no: none.
Janteice Holston, Lisa Lechowicz, David Newell, and John Northrop were absent. Motion
carried.



Approval of September 14, 2012, Minutes

A motion was made by Thomas Pristow to approve the minutes of the September 14, 2012,
meeting, seconded by Jen Nelson, Voting yes: Karen Authier, Beth Baxter, Nancy Forney,
Candy Kennedy-Goergen, Gene Klein, Martin Klein, Norman Langemach, Jennifer Nelson,
Mary Jo Pankoke, Thomas Pristow, Dale Shotkoski, Becky Sorensen, Susan Staab, and Kerry
Winterer. Voting no: none. Janteice Holston, Lisa Lechowicz, David Newell, and John
Northrop were absent. Motion carried.

Chairperson’s Report

Karen Authier noted that the Strategic Planning RFP pwcé's"é'r'ésulted in a determination that the
costs of all proposals were above funding allocated for the project,. Kal en requested a motion
authorizing DHHS to reject all proponent ploposals :

A motion was made by Gene Klein to authonze the Department of Health and Human Services
to reject all proponent proposals submitted in response to Strategic Planning REP 4079 Z1. The
motion was seconded by Mary Jo Pankoke. Voting yes:. Karen Authier, Beth Baxter, Nancy
Forney, Candy Kennedy-Goergen, Gene Klein, Martin Klein, Norman Langemach, Jennifer
Nelson, Mary Jo Pankoke, Thomas Pristow, Dale Shotkoski, Becky Sorensen, Susan Staab, and
Kerry Winterer. Voting no: none. Jantexce Holston Lisa Lechowxcz David Newell, and John
Northrop were absent. Monon camed St S

The next step was to sohmt ploposais fora stxategic plannmg facxhtatm as determined at the
August Commission meeting. The Executive Committee reviewed responses to the solicitation
and recommended that DHHS contract with Burnight Facilitated Resources to facilitate the
Strategic Planning process. Karen requested a motion to select Burnight Facilitated Resources as
he facﬂltatm for the Neb1 aska Chﬂdlen ! Comnnssmn strategic plan.

A motlon was made by Gen_c__KIem to__select Burmght Facilitated Resources as the facilitator for
the Nebraska Children’s Commission strategic plan. The motion was seconded by Mary Jo
Pankoke. Voting yes: Karen Authier, Beth Baxter, Nancy Forney, Candy Kennedy-Goergen,
Gene Klein, Martin Klein, Norman Langemach, Jennifer Nelson, Mary Jo Pankoke, Thomas
Pristow, Dale Shotkoski, Becky Sorensen, Susan Staab, and Kerry Winterer. Voting no: none.
Janteice Holston, Lisa Lechowwz David Newell, and John Northrop were absent. Motion
carried. .

Cross-Systems Analysis RFP

Thomas Pristow presented information on DHHS activities related to the Cross-System Analysis
RFP. Thomas noted that the RFP process was complete and Public Consulting Group, Inc. has
been selected to perform the cross-systems analysis for DHHS. He reported that Public
Consulting Group was scheduled to begin the analysis process the week of October 22, 2012,



Legisiative Reports

Senator Campbell thanked the Commission for attending previous public hearings and noted that
handouts were available from the LR529 and LR525 hearings that were held on October 5. She
also provided an update on upcoming Health and Human Services Committee public hearings on
LR537 and LR533 scheduled for October 25. 1LRS37 provides for an interim study on unmet
needs of and gaps in services available to youth who transition or “age out” of Nebraska’s foster
care system, LR533 provides for an interim study to examine whether there are sufficient
resources in schools to detect and treat mental illness in school-age children.

Senator Coash also thanked the Commission for supporting the public hearings. He noted that he
was pleased with the information that was provided in the hearings and asked the Commission to
keep the hearing information in mind as the Commission is finalizing recommendations for the
Health and Human Services Commitiee. Senator Coash also noted that handouts from the
LR525 hearings were available from his office. - "~ o

Strategic Planning General Discussion

Deb Burnight and Brenda Thompson led the Commission members through a facilitated
discussion in which participants were asked to describe a system of care in 2015 that will
effectively support a prevention/intervention system of care in order to improve the safety,
permanency and well-being of children and families across the State of Nebraska. The
Commission members wcnked through the facilitated process to identify discussion groups that

will continue the dialog on what should be mcIuded in the Commlssmn s Strategic Plan
recommendations. :

New Business -
General Discussion no action item -

Next Meeting Date

The next meeting is Nov.éﬁibéi"..’zo, 8:30- 2:00pm, at the Country Inns & Suites, Lincoln, NE.

Adjourn

A motion was made by Marty Klein to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Thomas Pristow, The
meeting adjourned at 12:20pm.
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