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Preface

This is the 53rd edition of  the Nebraska Blue Book since it was first published in 
1899. The book has been published biennially in odd-numbered years since 1919. 

The Blue Book details the structure of  federal, state and local government in Ne-
braska and includes biographies of  elected officials and judges. The book also contains 
constitutional, historical and statistical information about Nebraska, as well as informa-
tion about the state’s geography, economy, people and culture. The information was 
obtained through research and from information provided by various agencies and 
individuals. Information was accurate as of  Jan. 1, 2017.

Print copies of  the 2016-17 Blue Book are available from the Clerk of  the Legis-
lature’s Office, State Capitol, Room 2018, P.O. Box 94604, Lincoln NE 68509-4604, 
phone (402) 471-2271. The Blue Book also is available online at www.nebraskalegislature.
gov. Contact the editor by phone at (402) 471-2220.

A special thanks to all those who provided information and helped in the produc-
tion of  this edition of  the Nebraska Blue Book.

					     Kate Heltzel, Editor



								        3Nebraska: The Cornhusker StateAcknowledgments

Acknowledgments
Photograph Credits

The following agencies, organizations and individuals provided photographs for 
the 2016-17 Nebraska Blue Book on the page numbers indicated.

Page 9 (farm scene), courtesy of  Nebraska Game and Parks Commission.
Page 11 (state seal, state flag), courtesy of  Nebraska Secretary of  State.
Pages 12-15 (state symbols), courtesy of  Nebraska Game and Parks Commission.
Page 15 (state soil), courtesy of  Nebraska Society of  Professional Soil Scientists.
Page 16 (square dancing), courtesy of  Nebraska State Square and Round Dance 

Association.
Page 18 (Platte River), courtesy of  Nebraska Game and Parks Commission.
Page 19 (Twyla Hansen), courtesy of  Twyla Hansen.
Page 23 (tree planting), courtesy of  Nebraska Game and Parks Commission.
Page 26 (Toadstool Park), courtesy of  Nebraska Game and Parks Commission.
Page 27 (cattle near center-pivot system), courtesy of  Nebraska Game and Parks 

Commission.
Page 28 (Niobrara River), courtesy of  Nebraska Game and Parks Commission.
Page 29 (summer thunderstorm), courtesy of  Nebraska Game and Parks Com-

mission.
Page 37 (sandhill cranes), courtesy of  Nebraska Game and Parks Commission.
Page 39 (cattle ranching), courtesy of  Nebraska Department of  Agriculture.
Page 41 (Bailey Yard), courtesy of  Nebraska Game and Parks Commission.
Page 43 (downtown Omaha), courtesy of  Greater Omaha Chamber of  Commerce.
Page 45 (Lied Jungle), courtesy of  Nebraska Game and Parks Commission.
Page 47 (Husker football), courtesy of  University of  Nebraska Alumni Association.
Page 48 (Ashfall State Historical Park, Chimney Rock, Indian dancing,  Meriwether 

Lewis dredge), courtesy of  Nebraska Game and Parks Commission.
Page 51 (one-room schoolhouse replica), courtesy of  Nebraska Department of  

Economic Development.
Page 53 (Lied Center), courtesy of  University of  Nebraska-Lincoln.
Page 55 (state legislative chamber), courtesy of  Unicameral Information Office, 

Nebraska Legislature.
Page 56 (State Capitol), courtesy of  Nebraska Game and Parks Commission.
Page 58 (Chief  Red Cloud), courtesy of  Nebraska State Historical Society.
Page 60 (family in covered wagon), courtesy of  Nebraska State Historical Society.
Page 61 (Pony Express), courtesy of  Nebraska Department of  Economic De-

velopment.
Page 64 (Shores family), courtesy of  Nebraska State Historical Society.
Pages 69-77 (Nebraska Hall of  Fame), courtesy of  Nebraska State Historical Society.
Page 75 (Loren Eiseley), courtesy of  University of  Pennsylvania Archives.
Page 77 (Alvin Saunders Johnson), courtesy of  University of  Nebraska.



4 Nebraska: The Cornhusker StateAcknowledgments

Photograph Credits (Cont’d.)

Page 183 (U.S. Supreme Court building), courtesy of  Steve Petteway, Collection 
of  the Supreme Court of  the United States.

Page 195 (State Capitol), courtesy of  Unicameral Information Office, Nebraska 
Legislature.

Page 271 (state legislative chamber), courtesy of  Unicameral Information Office, 
Nebraska Legislature.

Page 413 (Nebraska governor’s residence), courtesy of  the Office of  the Chief  
Information Officer, State of  Nebraska.

Page 747 (Nebraska Supreme Court chamber), courtesy of  Unicameral Informa-
tion Office, Nebraska Legislature.

Page 881 (University of  Nebraska-Lincoln), courtesy of  Unicameral Information 
Office, Nebraska Legislature.

Page 929 (U.S. flag), courtesy of  Unicameral Information Office, Nebraska Leg-
islature.


