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good education, my kids have got a good education in both OPS
and Westside. But that's where my concern is, is if we can't
improve, or if we can't maintain--Nebraska really has a good,
guality education--for the students, then I think we're just
wasting the time. I am for excellence in education, I'm for
doing anything that will improve that education, even if it
requires more funding. And if we have a problem with a
particular school district because of, yes,...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR JENSEN: ...the challenges they have, I don't have a
problem in also funding them to provide that, to improve their
system, and I think the majority of the individuals in this body
feel that way, too. But I hope we don't forget what we're here
for. This is for education--it's not a social experiment. We
need to do everything we can to provide a good education for our
children. I've been in the construction and real estate
industry for years, and I will say this: When people come to
town, the first question they ask, if they're going to relocate
to Omaha, what is the school system like? What is the best
school system? And whether that school system is in Omaha or
Elkhorn or Valley or Council Bluffs or Glenwood, lowa, they will
go there, because they're interested in quality education. If
we have an education system, if we have a district that needs
help, I'm all for helping them, but I'm not for moving kids all
across the state to achieve diversity, because I don't think
that we are in the social experiment agency. We are to provide
education for our students. Thank you, Mr. President.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Jensen. Senator Smith,
and this will be your third time, Senator Smith.

SENATOR SMITH: Thank you, Mr. President and members. Would
Senator Bourne yield to some more gquestions?

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Bourne, would you yield to a
question?

SENATOR BOURNE: Certainly.
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