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Women's Commission, I think, is unconscionable. There are women
in this body who will never go through what women currently are
suffering. I have spoken against cuts in Medicaid on other
bills, and even spoke against a study. I handed out to you all
one article dealing with one case that was won by the Appleseed
advocacy group where the state inappropriately terminated
assistance to women with children, and that didn't bother people
on this floor. It bothers me. Another more recent decision was
handed down where a woman who had been receiving aid and was
kicked off--I'm giving it in very general terms; I have the
article and I will share it at the appropriate time--and she
wanted to go to school to learn something so that she could earn
a living and take care of her family, and the state said no.
The court said, oh, but yes. To pretend that women are not
suffering problems, I think, is to put on blinders. And to be
concerned for fetuses but not women is hypocritical. I have
been told that the Appropriations Committee does not want to
fund advocacy agencies. What is the Department of Economic
Development if not an advocacy agency for business which we fund
every year to the tune of millions of dollars? The DEQ has
almost fallen under the control of those entities it is to
regulate, so it is an advocacy agency for the ones who pollute
the environment. There are other advocacy agencies, but as long
as they're for big business, the Legislature goes along. I have
pointed out that women constitute a numerical majority in this

state and throughout the country. But women have been
conditioned and trained from little girls on up to be accepting
of a subservient, subordinate status. And there are men who

entrench that. When they marry a woman, they drill that into
her head; you're to serve me; you're to serve my needs; you're
to be my sexual fire extinguisher. That's what you're to be,
and I will keep you barefoot and pregnant but I'm going to go
out into the world and live the way I want to. I'm going to be
respected. I'm going to get me a job. I will go where I want
to do, do what I please, but you stay home. And if you dare
think you have the right to wuse your mind or exercise your
judgment or manifest independence, you are going against the
will of the church, against the will of God, against the rules
of society, and you're going to die and go to hell, and if you
don't die quick enough, I may kill you and send you there
sooner. Women are victimized every day. Why do you think this
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