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deep and abiding care for this particular group of
underprotected. ..or people who cannot essentially always protect
themselves. And for myself, I've had a long-abiding interest in
the shift from institutionalization to community life for this
particular group of people, for other types of mentally ill
people, and for...and this movement has been going on for 20-25
years now or more, and I've always been supportive of that.
However, I recognize, and I think Senator Byars recognizes, that
the success of moving people into community settings is
dependent upon one thing, and that is the acceptance of the
general overall community to this particular movement, this
particular idea. In the case of the Lincoln incident, I was,
frankly, pleased in one respect, and that was in talking to the
people of the neighborhood, in talking to people around Lincoln
who are interested in this particular problem, common people.
They are at a level of sensitivity and a level of education that
is far, far above what it was just 20 years ago, thanks in part
to the work, the good work, that Senator Byars has done and Arc
has done, and the various organizations have...community
organizations have done, including Lincoln neighborhood
associations, in familiarizing people with the clientele that is
going into the communities, with their rights, with how those
pecple in the community would want their relatives or sons or
daughters treated should they be in that situation. And so my
perception of the matter is that there is more widespread and
deeper community support for integrating individuals with these
problems into the communities so that they can have as normal a
life as possible. But the other side of the coin is, we don't
want to lose that process...that progress. We don't want to
lose that support. We want to keep building it so that the
things that Senator Byars wants to add in the future with regard
to the dimensions and substance and form of...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR BEUTLER: ...of the community facilities can happen.
And so, for that reason, and I think he believes that too, for
that reason he's come forward with this bill. And let me tell
you, it is the one...we're doing a lot of things in this area.
Some we're not doing as well as we should. Some cases,
individuals are failing, or organizations are failing. But this
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