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dollars that will be saved, because we are assuming this many
schools will close. We're assuming those schools will be closed
because of the resident students, not allowing us to count the
option students. But because we have the option law in the
state of Nebraska--and all schools do it, doesn't make any
difference if you're in Omaha, if you're in Lexington, or if
you're out west, the option enrollment opportunity still is
available to you--and because of that, we should allow those
students to continue to be counted in the numbers that, when we
look at resident students, to qualify for eliminating a Class I

school. When we look at those numbers that we save dollars on
Class I schools, we still have to educate those students. What
happens is, when they're affiliated with a Class I K-12
district, that property is already part of that system. That

money from those taxpayers goes to that school as resources, and
then given back to that district. And if they are assimilated
into that high school or that school, that K-12 school, those
dollars still have to educate those students. So we don't
necessarily save any money, especially if the K-12 cost of
education is more than the K-1 schools...or, than the Class I
schools. Yes, sometimes it's more; sometimes it's less. But we
still have to look at looking at special education. If a
student is in a Class I district, requires special education,
they're still going to require it in a K-12 system. We're not
going to have any cost savings there. Teacher salaries--we're
still going to continue to keep those teachers.
Administration--still going to keep administration. School
boards--okay, we're going to get rid of the Class I school
boards. School boards don't cost us any money. But yet, the
problem is, they don't get to vote. They don't get to vote till
the next election, whether that's two years, three years. That
opportunity is gone. So will they close without having an
opportunity to be on that board to make any decisions? Probably
so. Should some of those schools close? I won't deny that some
of those Class I schools are probably not efficient. But we
can't judge all of them by a few. Dollars saved with schools
that are already closed. Well, it takes a little while for a
school to continue to take care of their teachers, to take care
of the buildings. And if we haven't sold that property, as in
your home, you don't close overnight. You still have to pay for
your heat to keep that house open. We have to still pay for the
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