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understand Senator Chambers' tenacity and his willingness to
stay on this issue for a while. But Game and Parks is a very
important resource for the state of Nebraska. I had about four
maps under my desk from two years ago, if you can believe that,
and I passed them out. And the Game and Parks has a lot of
property in this state and it's a lot of responsibility. And
when you think of the fact that this state is almost...I believe
the number--and maybe Roger Wehrbein can help me out--I believe
the state is 98 percent privately-owned property, only 2 percent
is publicly-owned. And for states in the western part of the
United States, you get to states like Colorado and Wyoming and
South Dakota, there's a lot of publicly-owned land that is
available for hunting and that type of activity, and Nebraska,
it's pretty near all sold up...sewed up by private landowners.
So that presents a challenge to the average person who wants to
hunt and fish. If you don't know a farmer or have a friend who
owns a...knows a farmer or rancher, it makes it tough to hunt.
Quite frankly, on my farm we allow people to hunt if they ask
permission, and we get along quite well that way. And now for
the most part, hunters are very responsible people. Senator
Chambers, you'll find it interesting that my son was out hunting
on our property one day and he saw a 1 county car. That's back
before we changed the license plates--which I don't like the
system we have now, by the way, but that's neither here nor
there. I kind of like to know if they're from Douglas County or
Sarpy County or Lancaster County. And my son met up with this
hunter and they were both very courteous to each other, but the
son informed...but the hunter informed my son that he was
trespassing...that my son was trespassing on our property. And
it got to be a mix-up because the hunter had talked to the
neighbor and thought he was on land that he'd gotten permission
to hunt on. So there was a friendly exchange and I think they
both went on and hunted together then for a little while before
it was all said and done. So that's kind of the way things work
in rural Nebraska. And I appreciate when, the first day of
hunting season, we get some out-of-state hunters, and I'm very
happy when they have a successful hunt. And so, Game and Parks
property is very important, and you did mention the fact about
the fact that people sometimes give land to Game and Parks.
That's not a very common occasion, and a lot of times that
property can be traded for something that is worthwhile habitat
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