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I'm not willing to wholesale...decide who can hunt at what age,
but if there's things in the bill that we are allowing to happen
that are not taking place now, I would be willing to discuss
that with him. But under adult supervision, and preferably by a
parent, hunting is a good activity for kids to learn. And I
know I started shooting a rifle before I was 12 years old, but
I'll also tell you we do have youth guns. I will be attending a
Pheasants Forever banquet Friday night, if things work out
right. My son is sponsoring the youth gun. There are many
sizes of shotguns, and there are many shotguns that a younger
person can handle because they are smaller. Now if you put them
with a 12 gauge and let somebody who weighs about 70 pounds
discharge that, it'll probably back them up a 1little bit and
they'll have a sore shoulder. But those are all things that
people who are involved in hunting and fishing know. Most of
you in this body, I don't have to tell them that. But I don't
think we want to start putting restrictions on what age kids can
hunt, if they're out with their parents and under proper
supervision. Sure, accidents happen. They happen anywhere, but
we have very few hunting accidents in this state. I remember
one time when I was a freshman senator, Senator Landis wanted to
have a free day of fishing in the state of Nebraska. I thought,
well, that's not a bad idea, and you can fish one day in the
state of Nebraska and not have to buy a permit. So I put an
amendment on it to have one free day of hunting also, and
Senator Landis let me know in very uncertain (sic) terms--and of
course, I was a freshman senator--why would you do something
like that? How stupid. People would be running around shooting
each other, and it would be just chaos. And so I bet Senator
Landis a Coke that we lose more people from fishing accidents
than we do from hunting accidents in this state. And we went to
Game and Parks, and we couldn't quite quantify what were fishing
accidents. But I can tell you, there are more people drowned in
this state every year, and some of that is from fishing
activity, than are injured or killed from hunting accidents. So
for the most part, hunting is a very safe activity, and it's a
very safe activity for young people, especially if they're with
adult supervision. And in most cases, if you're on the farm or
ranch, that would be by a parent, or in my case, maybe it will
be a grandparent before too long. You never know. But I would
agree with you, Senator Chambers. I have grandchildren that are
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