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SENATOR STUHR: Thank you, Mr. President and members of the

body. I do want Senator Chambers to understand that we do
appreciate his input and would like to work with him on this
issue. But we are really getting at a very critical point in

the fact that in the last few years, because of the budget cuts,
actually Game and Parks have lost $850,000 annually that they
had been receiving from the General File...from the General
Fund. And as I pointed out previously, many states take all of
the support for their parks from their General Fund
appropriations. In Nebraska, we take only about 20 to
25 percent, so we rely on the rest of that coming from fees.
And that is the juncture that we're at right now, is that, as I
stated before, the fee increases, if we do not have some of
those increases to go along with the cost that we are
experiencing in maintaining a high-quality service to all of our
residents, then we will have 1less and less people actually
coming to our parks. Our parks are a wonderful addition to our
state. And of all of the park visitors, they did a survey and
69 percent of them were willing to increase the daily park
permit to $4. They are willing to increase it. In Nebraska, we
have to do it through statute. We are not like the other
states, many of the other states that, as I said earlier, go
through rules and regs and set...can set their own rates without
coming to their Legislatures. So I do think that this is a
sense of reality, and we are trying to do, and they do a very
good job with the amount of money. What I would fear happen is
that our parks start deteriorating. And I know that when we
have had the budget cuts, that some of the parks and parts of
those parks have been closed off because we simply didn't have
the administration to take care of all of the facility, and so
they had to cut back, closing off some of those areas. So 1
think this is a modest request. I did also want to point out,
because one of the senators did approach me and wondering since,
on the sheet that you have, that we have only 36 states listed.
And those are the 36 states that do have park entrance fees.
And the other states do not rely on fees; again, they rely on
General Fund appropriations. So that is the dilemma that we are

facing in the state. What we're trying to do is to just
increase that daily fee so that it can be in proportion to the
annual fee. And a couple of years ago we did have...we did

allow the annual fee to slide up to $20,...
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