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The following constitutes the reasons for this bill and the purposes which are sought to be accomplished thereby: 
 
 LB 1031 is introduced to ensure the safe and environmentally sound handling, recycling and disposal of 
electronics and to encourage the design of electronics that are less toxic and more recyclable.  Bill goals also include: 
 

1. Minimizing the costs of recycling electronics for the consumer while maximizing consumer’s convenience; 
2. Placement of responsibility on the manufacturers for ensuring proper handling, recycling and disposal of 

discarded electronics; 
3. Establishment of performance goals to increase the amount of recycling in order to not only catch up with 

recycling the backlog of electronics but to handle the current amount of recycled electronics; 
4. Placement of responsibility on the manufacture to absorb costs association with the handling and recycling of 

electronics before the point of purchase; and 
5. Alleviation of the burden on local governments and taxpayers who shouldn’t have to bear all the costs for 

electronics recycling. 
 

LB 1031 is drafted to require manufacturers to create, manage and finance a comprehensive electronics recycling 
program in Nebraska as a condition of selling their products in the state.  Producers/manufacturers have two options 
for how they participate in the program: 
 
1. They may institute their own recycling program (individually or in collaboration with other manufacturers which 

meets their individual goals and contributes to the overall goals of the program; or 
2. Manufacturers who do not institute their own programs will make payments into an electronics recycling fund to 

pay for these companies’ recycling obligations. 
 

Legislation has been introduced in Congress several times in previous years to address this issue but no federal 
legislation has been passed.  Therefore, the National Conference of State Legislators (NCSL) has proposed three 
electronics recycling models for use by the states as they begin to address this issue.  The model language in LB 1031 is 
the “Producer Takeback” model. The goal of states passing model legislation is to provide some uniformity among all of 
the states which will be less confusing for manufacturers.  
 
 The National Safety Council estimates there are 300 to 500 million obsolete computers in the US ready for 
disposal.  There are 57 million televisions and computers sold annually to households and businesses in the US and the 
FCC mandated transition to digital television (HDTV) will speed up the pace of television replacements as consumers will 
soon be dumping large numbers of old TVs that can’t receive the new digital-only signals.   
 
Over 1,000 materials, including chlorinated solvents, brominated flame retardants, PVC, heavy metals – including mercury 
and cadmium --, plastics and gases are used to make electronics and their components including semiconductor chips, 
circuit boards, and disk drives.  A computer monitor contains between 4 and 8 pounds of lead alone.  Big screen TVs 
contain even greater amounts of lead.    
 
LB 1031 addresses the environmental concerns and goals of a “producer pay” recycling program. 
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