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The following constitutes the reasons for this bill and the purposes which are sought to be accomplished 
thereby: 
 
Legislative Bill 1024 would provide for a new type of educational service unit (E.S.U.) to be referred to 
as a learning community.  The territory of the learning community would form a single tax base for 
purposes of a common general fund levy and a common capital fund levy.  The governing board for a 
learning community would be composed of one school board member from each member school district.   
 
Students would be residents of the learning community and would be able to attend school in their 
attendance area or in any other school in the learning community that had capacity.  Transportation would 
be provided if the student did not choose the closest school.  School districts could operate focus schools 
with authorization from the learning community board and be eligible for additional resources.   
 
As of July 1, 2008, each metropolitan class city would be required to have a learning community that 
consists of all of the districts in the county where the city is located and any county that shares a border 
with the city.  Other learning communities could also be formed if all of the districts in a county 
participate and the combined districts have at least 2,000 students.  Once in a learning community, the 
boundaries of any school district could only be changed through a plan submitted by the learning 
community board to the State Committee for the Reorganization of School Districts.  The boundaries for 
districts in the counties that are required to be in a learning community would remain as they existed on 
January 1, 2005 until a plan is approved by the committee.  Within the first 5 years, the learning 
community board would be required to submit a plan that assures member districts do not have more than 
25,000 students and that equalizes economic diversity between member school districts. 
 
The Tax Equity and Educational Opportunities Support Act would be modified by requiring 
accountability for funds generated through a poverty or limited English proficiency allowance.  This 
information would give the legislature the opportunity to make adjustments to the allowances as needed.  
Net option funding would be eliminated. 
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