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Summary of purpose and/or changes:

Legislative Bill 821 would authorize the enrollment of exempt students on a part-time basis in a
public school in the resident district or an option district. Exempt student would be defined as a
student enrolled in a private, denominational, or parochial school which elects not to meet state
accreditation or approval requirements.

On or before August 1, 2006, school boards would be required to adopt policies and procedures
to ensure that exempt students would be accepted in the same manner to academic courses or
programs and furnished with instructional materials on the same basis as full-time students. The
policies and procedures would:
1. Require information to be provided to inquiring parents or students concerning the
availability of part-time enrollment. The information would be required to include
procedures and registration deadlines;

2. Apply the same enrollment procedures and deadlines to exempt students that apply to
full-time students;
3. Specify enrollment capacity limits that the school board would apply to particular

academic courses or grade levels, which would apply equally to both exempt and full-
time students;

4. Establish criteria to determine whether exempt students are eligible for integrated
courses and courses that have prerequisites. Prerequisite requirements would need to
apply equally to both exempt and full-time students. Exempt students could be
required to provide reasonable indications that academic criteria have been met,
including results from achievement tests, as long as both exempt and full-time
students are required to meet the same prerequisites;

5. Permit a student to enroll in a single class per semester or per school year, except as
otherwise provided in the proposal; and
6. Establish informal and expeditious processes to appeal denials of requests for part-

time enrollment.

Exempt students would also be eligible to participate in or try out for co-curricular or
extracurricular activities in the resident district or an option district. A right to participate in any
activity is explicitly not conferred by this provision. Exempt students would be required to
demonstrate compliance with insurance, physical examination, age, transfer, and other
requirements on the same basis as full-time students.

Also on or before August 1, 2006, school boards would be required to adopt policies and

procedures to ensure that exempt students are accepted into activities or tryouts. School boards

would be allowed to require exempt students be enrolled in a minimum of 20 semester hours, but

not more than 20 semester hours, to participate in co-curricular or extracurricular activities. The

policies and procedures would:

1. Require the district to provide information regarding the eligibility of exempt students

to participate in co-curricular or extracurricular activities. The information would be
required to include procedures and registration deadlines;

2. Apply the same registration deadlines to exempt students that apply to full-time
students;

3. Apply the same academic eligibility requirements to both exempt and full-time
students.
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Any full-time student who becomes an exempt student would remain ineligible to participate in
co-curricular and extracurricular activities for a period of 90 days. An informal and expeditious
procedure to appeal request denials would be required.

Explanation of amendments, if any:

The Committee Amendment would strike the original provisions. The new provisions would
require school boards of public school districts to allow the part-time enrollment of students who
are also enrolled in another public, private, denominational, or parochial school or in a school
which elects not to meet accreditation or approval requirements, otherwise known as a home
school. The school boards would be required to establish policies and procedures for part-time
enrollment and may require part-time students to follow school policies that apply to other
students at any time the student is present on school grounds. Part-time students would not be
entitled to student transportation or transportation reimbursements, and such students would not
be exempt from compulsory attendance requirements.

Senator Ron Raikes, Chairperson
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