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Hearing Date:  February 22, 2005 
Committee On:  Banking, Commerce and Insurance 
 
Introducer(s): (Beutler) 
Title: Create the Task Force on Small Employers Health Plans 
 
Roll Call Vote – Final Committee Action: 
 

 Advanced to General File 

 Advanced to General File with Amendments 

X Indefinitely Postponed 

Vote Results: 
7 Yes Senators Redfield, Flood, Jensen, Johnson, Langemeier, Louden, 

Pahls 
 No  
 Present, not voting  
1 Absent Senator Mines 

 
Proponents: Representing: 
Senator Chris Beutler Introducer 
Paul O’Hara Blue Cross/Blue Shield of NE 
Jon Bailey Center for Rural Affairs 
Danielle Nantkes NE Appleseed Center 
Rich Otto NE Restaurant Assn. 
Jim Otto NE Retail Federation 
Roger Keetle NE Hospital Assn. 
Peter Katt Lincoln Independent Business Assn. 
Bruce Bohrer Lincoln Chamber of Commerce 
 
Opponents: Representing: 
  
 
Neutral: Representing: 
  
 
Summary of purpose and/or changes:  
 LB 655 (Beutler) would create the Task Force on Small Employers Health Plans. 
 
 The bill would provide, section by section, as follows: 
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 Section 1 would declare that the Task Force on Small Employers Health Plans is created. 
 
 Section 2 would provide for the membership of the Task Force: 
 
 The Task Force would consist of each of the following individuals or his or her designee: 
(a) the Governor; (b) the Director of Health and Human Services; (c) the Director of Insurance; 
(d) the executive director of the largest state employee labor organizations; (e) four members of 
the Legislature appointed by the Executive Board including the chairperson of the Health and 
Human Services Committee and the chairperson of the Banking, Commerce and Insurance 
Committee. 
 
 The Task Force would also consist of thirteen members of the public appointed by the 
Governor representing various interests and organizations. 
 
 The chairperson would be appointed from the members by the Executive Board of the 
Legislative Council. 
 
 Section 3 would provide that the Task Force shall: (1) collect and organize data on the 
nature and extent of health plans offered by small employers; (2) evaluate the problems of small 
employers in offering adequate health care plans; (3) identify government resources to assist 
small employers in providing health care coverage; (4) evaluate approaches used in other states, 
especially in Connecticut; (5) recommend steps the state should take to assist and encourage 
small employers to provide adequate health care coverage; (6) identify changes in state law; (7) 
estimate costs to public entities of each recommendation; and (8) hold at least one public 
meeting in each congressional district. 
 
 Section 4 would provide that state and local agencies shall cooperate with the Task Force 
and provide data and other information. 
 
 Section 5 would require the Director of Research of the Legislature to provide staff 
resources. 
 
 Section 6 would require the Task Force to submit a report of its findings and 
recommendations to the Legislature by December 31, 2005. 
 
 Section 7 would provide that Task Force members shall be reimbursed for their actual 
and necessary expenses. 
 
 Section 8 would provide the emergency clause.  
 
Explanation of amendments, if any:  
 
 
        

 Senator Mick Mines, Chairperson 
 


