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FLOOR DEBATE

L R l lNay 2 8 , 2 0 03

i s bas i c a l l y say i n g t h a t i n a count y such as Pot t aw a t t a m i e
County , u nd e r t h a t b i l l I o wa wou l d b e a l l owe d t o b u i l d a
land-based casino within a quarter mile of a dock on the river
and, by the way, the boats don't have to sail anymore. Now it
would b o t h e r m e . . t he r ea so n I d e c i d e d t o g o t h r ou g h t h i s
exercise, and I appreciate your patience, it would bother me a
great deal if we ended up with a land-based casino in the w h ite
diagonal s t r i ped po r t i on of Ca r t er Lake , I owa , so t hat a
l and- b a sed c a s i n o i s s i t t i n g on Ab b o t t Dr i v e a s y ou g o t o Ep p l ey
A i r f i e l d i n Om a ha , N e b r a s k a. And t h a t ' s wh a t I ' d l i ke t o
examine in the cou rse of this debate So h o w did I arrive at
t he provisions of the amendment? A number of people h ave sai d
t o m e, we l l , I mi g h t v o t e f o r g a mb l i ng u n de r t h e r i g h t
circumstances; what are yo ur cir cumstances? I ' v e always
descr i b e d i t a s , a s l i t t l e g amb l i n g a s p o ss i b l e , an d t ha t ' s wh a t
I t h o u gh t po ss i b l y t h i s ame n dment w a s r e sp o n s i v e t o . I f y ou g e t
t hroug h a l l t he l a ng uag e t h a t i s p u t t h e r e f o r co n s t i t u t i o n a l
and legal reasons, what it amounts to is two p o tential c a sinos
i n t h e me t r op o l i t a n g amb l i n g zo n e , wh i c h i s a t wo - mi l e st r i p
that runs essentially from 1-680 i n Om ah a to Be ll evue in a
t wo-mi l e s t r i p a l o n g t he we s t s i d e o f t h e Mi s so u r i Ri v e r . Two
casino s e a s t o f t h e s i x t h p r i n c i p a l me r i d i a n , wh i ch i s an o l d
map-making line use d in the surv eys of Nebraska, Kansas and
o ther w i s e , t wo ca s i n o s e a s t o f t h a t l i n e , o n e o f wh i c h wo u l d b e
in a licensed racetrack enclosure, pardon me, two of which would
be in licensed racetrack enclosures. We have gambling and have
had gambling at Columbus and a t L in coln, an d we cou l d hav e
casinos there . So we ' re co ntinuing g ambling where we have
g ambl i n g .

SPEAKER BRONN: One minute.

S ENATOR BRASHEAR: And w ith regard to west of the sixt h
principal meridian, we' ve had gambling at Grand Island and we
could have ga mbling at Gran d Island, th at's o ne lic ensed
racetrack enclosure, and then one casino wherever we the people
decide to put it. And all the revenue, rather than b ecoming a
source of rev enue to the gove rnment, al l the revenue, as
p resc r i b e d b y t he Le g i s l a t u r e , wou l d b e pa i d t o Neb r a s k a Fu t u r e
Trust, denominated such to mean that it would be utilized for
t he good of the people in terms o f community im provement t o
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