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Legislature. I filed this amendment out of distress, I suppose,
looking at what is going to happen to some smaller.. .the smaller
c it i e s i n t hi s s t a t e , who r e l y he av i l y on t ho s e f e w d o l l a r s t ha t
they do ge t b a ck f r om t he s e f un d s. I was t h i nk i ng of t hose
s mall c ommunit i e s w he n t h i s t ook p l a c e . But s i nce t he n , s o me o f
the larger cities in the state have expressed t heir pr oblems,
not only to me, but other members of the Legislature, about the
f isca l i m p ac t t ha t ' s go i ng t o hi t t hos e t ow n s . And t he a r gu ment
was that the sales tax increase, or the broadening of th e bas e
of the sales tax, wa s going to more than compensate them for
t his. But it's my understanding that t h at .. . t hos e pe r c e n t a g e s
of dollars f all under t h e restricted funds, and they are not
going to be able to use some of those extra dollars. A nd to me ,
t his . .. i t ' s n ot t ha t gr e a t a num ber fo r t he s t a t e . And I k now
t hat e v e r y dol l a r c oun t s , n ot onl y i n sma l l gov e r n ments , b ut i n
t he s t a t e g o v e r nment a l s o . Bu t I f e e l a s t hough we hav e h i t
them over the last few years. In the 2001 Session they took a
25 percent cut in aid to the cities. In 2002 the re was. . . t h e
municipa l sha r e wa s a t h i r d o f t he $ 14 . 5 mi l l i on fr om t he
half-cent sales tax increase in motor v ehicle ta x tra nsferred
the Highway T rust Fund. An d now again we are going to do the
same thing. I guess it's out of frustration that I file th is
amendment. A nd I would give the rest of my time, opening time,
t o Senato r N i n e s.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Nines, you have about seven minutes.

SENATOR NINES: Nr . President, thank you. Than k you , Sen ator
Janssen. We ll , we ' re back again on this one, simply because
it's that important to municipalities. As Senator J anssen ha s
already stated, in the 2001-2002 Special Sessions, cities took a
25 percent hit in the ir state aid. And in the 2003 Session,
we' ve hit them again fo r 32 percent. A nd th at 's pr ior to
A N1956, wh i ch hur t s . . . i t ' s j us t di spr o p o r t i o n a t e . And you ' v e
r eceived a handout that shows what cities...what's happening t o
our cities. I' ll be very u p-front with everyone. Omaha ,
Lincoln, and the 31 cities o f the f ir s t c la ss, thi s is n' t
pretty, but frankly, they' re going to wade through it. And many
will raise property taxes, because we' re shifting the burden of
s tate a i d . We ' r e r e du c i n g st a t e a i d . So t he y wi l l i n f a c t
recapture some of it, or all of it, on. . .by increasing property
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