TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office
FLOOR DEBATE

May 28, 2003 LB 438

Nebraska and for we people who have struggled to try to survive
in this...today's economy. And I think he needs to be
recognized for the things he's done. However, Senator Chambers
is human, and although he is right about 97-98 percent of the
time, I think in this particular case he may be wrong. I looked
at the process that we're in and 1it's difficult for me to
understand, when we have so many agencies trying to do the same
thing and, unfortunately, in so many cases competing with one
another, rather than cooperating. And this is the thing that's

always bothered me. We start another agency and they become
all. . . automatically start to compete with somebody that's
already existing. Whether the development, Rural Development

Commission is good or not, I'm not here to address. 1I'm just
here to talk about the fact that with all the commissions, and I
think Senator Baker has enumerated a number of them, public
power districts, and University of Nebraska, Department of
Agriculture, DED, and the development districts. They are all
fine. They all do good things for the state. But the thing
that bothers me, we end up spending so much money with the
commissions that we don't have any money left to do any programs

in many cases. And I don't mean that as a blanket statement.
It's just that it happens at times when we start up new
programs . And I go back to my original theme. I get very

disenchanted with the competition that develops between agencies
who are trying to do the same job, but don't want to work with
somebody else because they want the credit. They want the
credit for what happens and so they are not willing to work with
somebody else to make it happen. And those are the things that
bother me about this whole issue, and that's why I'm not going
to support the underlying bill, and I'm not going to...I'm not
going to...I'm going to support the...I'm not going to support
the motion to suspend simply because I think we ought to move
ahead with other things. And 1 agree that probably this is an
issue that should come up during the regular session when we
have plenty of time to make full debate and let everybody have a
chance to get their voice in. But I just want to end by saying
I don't think Senator Chambers ought to take offense to the fact
that maybe once or twice in his life he has been wrong. And I,
again, want to reiterate he has done some tremendous things, as
he indicated himself, and I certainly 100 percent agree with
him, the things he has done for rural Nebraska, the things he
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