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FLOOR DEBATE

L B 7 6 0 , 8 0 8May 15 , 2 0 0 3

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th an k y ou , Sen a t o r Br a s he a r . Th a t wa s
opening on LB 760. Senator Brashear, do you want to treat t hat
as your opening on the committee amendments also?

SENATOR BRASHEAR : No .

SENATOR CUDABACK: You want to speak to the committee amendments
now?

SENATOR BRASHEAR : Pl ea s e .

S ENATOR CUDAB A C K : You' re r e cognized t o trea t ...you' re
r ecogn i z e d t o o p e n o n AM1 5 8 6 by t he Ju d i c i a r y Comm i t t ee t o
LB 760 if you wish to.

SENATOR BRASHEAR: (Laug h) Thank you , M r . President. I
understand, Senator Cudaback, your desire to cut me off. Bu t
actually that's so I can get two slots. (Laugh)

SENATOR CUDABACK: Y ou' re welcome to do whatever you wish.

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Thank you . A lso w ith i n th e committee
a mendment , y o u ' l l f i n d L B 8 0 8 . Th i s com m it t e e amen d men t . . . t h i s
b i l l wa s i n t r o d u c ed b y y ou r App r o p r i a t i o n s C o mmi t te e . LB 8 0 8
would a l l o w t h e Ch i e f J u s t i ce t o d e s i gn a t e ce r t a i n d ay s a s
n onju d i c i a l d ay s , du r i n g wh i ch c ou r t s c ou l d be c l o se d . Th i s i s
a mat t e r o f e c on o my. We ob v i o u s l y d on ' t t a k e a ny d e l i g h t i n
closing courts. But the fact is t hat some courts are less
u t i l i zed o n so m e d a y s t h a n on o t h e r s . And t h i s wi l l p r o v i d e t he
d iscretion for the Chief Justice in leading the court system t o
allow courts to close, a n d to make that a matter of official
b usin e ss , s o t ha t p eo p l e a r e no t co n f u s e d o r u n s e r v e d t h e r e by .
Finally, there is an A bill to follow, which will eliminate the
Genera l Fu n d a pp r o pr i a t i o n t o t h e Co m mi s s i o n on Pu b l i c Adv o c a c y .
And I o f f e r t h a t e xp l an a t i o n i n su p p o r t o f my co n c e p t t h a t t h i s
i s Gene ra l Fu n d r e l i ev i n g l eg i s l a t i o n . I t wi l l r ed u c e t h e f u nd s
t o t h e . . .General Funds to the court, to accommodate the effect
o f the amendment. The committee amendment was a dvanced on a
u nanimous 8 - 0 v o t e f o r y ou r co n s i d e r a t i o n . I wou l d u r g e y ou r
consi d e r a t i o n o f i t , y ou r a do p t i o n o f t h e a men d me nt , a n d y ou r
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