
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CL ERK OF THE L E G ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 4 0 7 , 5 74May 13 , 2 0 0 3

services and not get to p e ople like that. So we' re going to
take what is a pret t y mu c h ove rburdened H e alth and Human
S ervices network and we' re going to take out the people who a re
actually meeting the problem. That's inherent in this number as
well . Th e r e ' s $9 million in cor rections aid or corrections
t ha t ' s c om i n g o u t . Tha t ' s e s se n t i a l l y p r op e r t y t a x r e l i e f .
Why? Becau se that's aid to counties. Now we' re going to have
to d o s o me mor e o f t h a t , i t ' s t r u e . I ' m n o t su r e I ' d d o i t
here . We ' v e a l r ea d y . ..it simply decimates the program and we' ve
already done th a t in anot her are a for counties, but we' re
p robably going to ultimately do something else on p roperty t a x
r e l i e f . I b e l i ev e Se na t o r Cu n n i n g h a m s a i d he wo u l dn ' t d o i t t o
s choo l s , b u t i n t h i s c a se y o u ' r e d o i n g a b o u t 1 0 mi l l i o n b u c ks o f
t hat t o co u n t i e s . No w t h e r e ' s a $60 million cu t he r e for
schol a r s h i p s , b u t i t ' s b e e n r e s t o r ed , i f I u nd e r s t a nd i t , i n
LB 574, and I don't think the math adds up. I 'm not sure we get
t o cut it here and restore it someplace else and yet show it a s
a cut here if it's been restored over in LB 574. Do we have to
defeat LB 574 to get a real cut or not? And that doesn't speak
about t he $ 24 mi l l i o n o f t h e u n i v e r s i t y . The u n i v e r s i t y i s n ow
already cut in the budget cutting process 420 FTEs. Up until
now, with what we' ve done in the special sessions and the like,
they' ve cut 420 FTEs. We have summer school p rograms c los i ng .
We have ver t i cal cut s i n ac t u a l p r og r ams i n w h i c h y o u w i l l no
l onger be a b l e t o g et a m a jo r . We ' v e r e s t o r e d money , i n f ac t ,
to let people continue to be veterinarians, but we' re down to
cutt i n g s t u d en t o p p o r t u n i t i e s . And y o u m i gh t t h i nk t o you r s e l f ,
you can do it by tuition, but if you were to replace this with
tuition it would be a 44 percent, just with where we are now,
not with these cuts, just with where we are now, a 44 percent
increase in tuition.

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR L A NDIS : So I do n ' t t h i n k we ' r e g o i n g t o d o t h a t . I f I
had to nominate a p lace where I thought the body might
u l t i m a t e l y b e ab l e t o c ome t og e t h e r , I t h i n k i t . wo u l d be
$300 million. I think it will take some out of the university,
I think i t will take some out of schools, I think it will take
some out the state budget, but I d o n't think y ou can run a
syste m wi t ho u t p r ob a t i o n , t h a t gu t s t h e f r o n t - l i n e wo r k e r s o f
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