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FLOOR DEBATE

LB 2 8 3 , 4 07 , 6 2 2M ay 13 , 2 00 3

you have 2 m i n u t e s an d 4 5 s e c onds .

SENATOR ERDMAN : Thank you , Mr. Speaker. Sena tor Stuthman,
there ' s a r em edy to t ha t p r obl e m . I t ' s cal l ed an of f set . And I
think that is a reasonable approach to take. Now , you ca n do
that as an offset of cuts in other areas. Maybe you want to cut
s omewhere else to resto r e th at dollar, wh ich is abou t
$7 m llion. Or there might be an easier fix. You could double
t he al co ho l t ax , whi c h b r i n g s i n $9 m i l l i on . So you c a n g o t o
t he g r e e n co p y o f L B 2 83 , a n d y ou c a n f i nd t ha t mo n ey t o d o
t hat . So a g a i n , I ' m. . . an d I n e ed t o h e a r wh at y o u h av e t o s ay ,
because t h ose t h o ught s wer e t h e e x ac t t ho u g ht s t h a t ra n t h r ough
my mind , S e n a t o r St u t hm an . I a l s o l oo k e d a t t he d i sc u s s i o n t h a t
we had under LB 622, and realized that the smallest 80 counties
got h i t . Now, I don ' t kn o w i f yo ur co u n t y g o t h i t . I don ' t
k now i f Doug l a s Cou n t y g o t h i t und e r t hi s pr op o s a l , be c a use I
haven't seen the breakdown. But I know they didn't get t ouched
u nder L B 62 2 . So i n a n e f f o r t o f f a i r ne s s , i f yo u wi l l , whe n
y ou sa y a ut o m a t i c a l l y t h a t t h i s g o e s t o p r o p e r t y t ax , we a l r e ad y
h ave t h a t p r ob l e m u n d e r LB 6 2 2 . Th a t wi l l p r o b ab l y h av e t o
happen. I ' l l have t o swa l l o w an d I ' l l have t o vo t e f or t hat .
But i f t hi s i s som e t h i n g t h a t y o u f e e l s t r o n g e n ough f o r , I ' l l
work with you. I mean, I can tell you...I gave you a list where
I' ve said there's another whatever million dollars...or,
$28 mi l l i o n t o g et t o a nu mber , y o u k n ow . W e c a n s i t and t al k
a bout t ha t . We c a n o f f e r ame n d ment s o n L B 2 83 , wh e n i t c ome s
back up , t o r e st o re t hat f undi ng spec i f i cal l y . I have no
illusions that there is goi ng to be a need for compromise in
this process should this go forward. But my concern is, is that
i f s ometh ing i n t he m i d d l e d o e s n ' t go f or w a r d , w e e n d u p w i t h a
l ogjam, and we end up w i t h a . . .

SPEAKER BROMM: One minute.

SENATOR ERDMAN: . . .situation where there's a lot of pressure to
d o t h i n g s a s t h e y a r e . Th an k y ou .

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Erdman. Senator Friend

SENATOR FRIEND . Thank you , M r . Speaker. Membe r s of the
Legislature, I'd like to echo what some of the others have s a id
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