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ie what we' ve found in cities is that we do have...it seems like
the budget l i d is more .. .is much mor e of the problem than
t he . . . m a ybe t h e l ev y l i mi t . An d so I t h i n k wh a t t he amen d m ent
that Senator Nines has brought to us, it provides a city with a
t hre e - f o u r t h s v o t e . And I g o t t h i n k i ng o f my o wn c i t y , wh i ch
has t e n co u n c i l mem b e r s . (La u g h ) For t h em t o g e t t h r ee - f o u r t hs
vote p robably wi ll never...maybe never...I shouldn't say
'never.' You should never say never, but it'd be unlikely to
happen. Bu t i t . . . bu t I t hi nk f or som e o f t he c i t i es , l i ke
Kearney, some of the other citi es, first-class c ities,
that...and many of the cities don't have the sales tax. But it
would simply allow them some more...some flexibilities, if
three-fourths of the city council vote. And they have to face
the elector. They' re not under the term limits as we ar e i n
this body. So I rise to support the amendment of Senator Nines.
T hank y o u .

SPEAKER BRONN: Thank you, Senator Hartnett. Senator Smith.

SENATOR SMITH: T h ank you, Nr. Speaker and members. If Senator
Nines would yield to some questions, I would appreciate it.

SPEAKER BRONM: Senator Nines, would you yield, please?

SENATOR NINES: Ye s , Nr . Sp e a k e r .

SENATOR SMITH: Thank you. S enator Mines, I'm s truggling w i th
the issue here. And I guess my first question is this seems to
be a budget...you know, a spending issue in an environment of
concerns of less state aid, when really it's a separate issue,
r ea l l y . I me a n , t h i s ame n dment i s e n t i r e l y ab o u t sp en d i n g , a nd
n ot necessar i l y r eve n u e .

SENATOR NINES : Yes , that 's correct. It do e sn't deal with
property tax or sales tax limits. It dea ls w ith spending
limits, on a separate level.

S ENATOR SMI TH : An d I ' m n o t o f f i c i a l l y r a i s i ng a g e r m a n e n e s s
quest i o n , b u t I ' m s t r u gg l i ng wi t h t h e r a t i o n a l e fo r t h e n e e d t o
increase sp ending in, it 's my under standing, a f ew cities,
and. . .when v i r t ua l l y , you k n ow, ot h e r s ar e hav i n g t o cu t back
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