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SENATOR L A NDIS : Th a nk y o u . I a c t u a l l y ex p l a i n e d t h e co m m i tt ee
amendments earlier. This bill started as a sales tax extension.
I pu t i t i n o n t h a t b a si s , an d we a m e n de d i t t o e s se n t i a l l y b e
t he L B 10 8 5 e x t en s i on . I wou l d a sk f o r t h e ad o p t i o n o f t he
committee amendments to this measure.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Mr . Clerk, item.

CLERK: Mr. President, I now have amendments t o the comm ittee
amendments. The f irst is by Senator Beutler. Senator, AM1696.
(Legislative Journal page 1592.)

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Beutler, you' re recognized to open on
your amendment to the committee amendments to LB 285.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator Cudaback, members of the L egislature,
I just passed out a sheet to you that I hope you' ll take a look
a t. My a mendment, b y the way , strikes the cig arette t a x
provisions from the bill. And it doesn't strike them because I
don't want the cigarette tax. It strikes it because I w ant to
have a d iscussion as to wh i c h po r tions o f this bill we' ll
c ontinue to have in this bill, and which portions of th e b ill ,
some of which are already in Senator Brashear'e bill, do we want
to have in that bill. We have a whole little strategy thing we
need to discuss. And the purpose of this amendment is to have
that discussion. But be fore I get into that, I wanted to ask
you to look at this little sheet that says at the top, ' A S i mp l e
Scenario II: Property Tax Protection Plan'. A nd I ca ll it a
property tax protection plan because, if we don't come up with
t he $ 3 5 0 m i l l i on f o r t h e App r o p r i a t i o n s Com m it t e e b u dg e t , we
will be going back to g reater property taxes. I mean, we
already are, to a certain extent, as you know. If we pr oceed
with LB 540, we' re going from $1.00 to $1.04 on the school tax
l evy . Bu t we wi l l do i t b i g t i me i f we can ' t make t hi s
$350 million, which I w ould argue is very reasonable. But I
made up this little sheet just to kind of remind myself where
the money might be coming from and where money sits right now.
A nd you can see, LB 759, which comes up sho r tly after thi s ,
r igh t now cont ai ns abo u t $1 5 0 m i l l i on o f r eve n u es . No w , t ha t
includes the sales tax base expansion, and that includes LB 1085
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