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in the Appropriations Committee amendment, and then come back
wit h t h e o t he r ame n d ment w h i c h wi l l be av a i l ab l e a n d t ak e c a r e
of the technical part. So I oppos e this ame ndment to the
committee amendment because my position is let's just sunset it,
get it over with this year. T hank you.

S ENATOR CUDAB A C K : Thank y o u , Sen a t o r Th om p s o n. We ' r e
d iscu s s i n g t h e Beu t l e r am e n dment t o t h e c om m i t t ee am e ndment s t o
LB 440. Senator Wehrbein, followed by Senator Nines and others.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Thank you, Nr. President, members. If you
want t o k i n d o f f o l l ow t h e a i d t o mu n i c i p a l i t y i ss u e , i t ' s o n
page 38 of your goldenrod book. But I want to cogent , first of
all, on NIRF. I'm going to support Senator Beutler's amendment,
and pa r t o f i t i s we e nd t h e co n f u s i o n t h a t we d i d h a v e i n
o ur . . .or misunderstanding originally I guess in ou r com mittee
I voted against NIRF back whenever it was, ten years ago or so,
because I was concerned about another st ream o f fund ing fo r
munic i p a l i t i e s t ha t i n a way we h av e t wo s t r e a m s o f f u n d i n g f o r
municipalities. We have aid to cities and we have NIRF. And so
what we run into in our committee was th e fact that we were
going to cut aid to cities one way or the other, and it ended up
being either cut aid to cities as per page 38, or you can cut
a id t o NI R F , an d t h a t ' s wh a t we ' r e t r y i n g t o s t r a i g h t en ou t h e r e
today. But the reason I end up supp orting Se n ator Beu tler's
amendment is, philosophically, we have allowed cities to do what
t hey' re doing h e re; tha t is , bonding against this money. W e
passed a bill in April of 2000, or Narch or April, the G overnor
s igne d i t i n 2 0 0 0 , st a t i ng t h a t t h e y c ou l d . An y mu n i c i p a l i t y
m ay. by ordinance, issue bonds in one or m ore se r ies f or the
construction or acquisition of an infrastructure project and so
forth and so forth. And so we' ve allowed them to do it. T h at' s
what Lincoln has done. And so that's through 2 0 09. So even
though I disagree w ith it, we ' ve allowed them to do it We
changed the law back in 2000 to allow them to bond against t h is
NIRF stream, and so I'm reluctant now to break our word. It ' s
like, to me, a lot of the statutes we pass over the years. You
don't ne cessarily agree with it. O nce that decision is made by
the majority of this body, the Governor has s igned i t, tha t' s
the law and I think we have an obligation to do it, whether it' s
Appropriations Committee or others. We can't change the law as
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