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with y ou r c o u n t i e s ? I s i t t oo sm a l l o f an ar e a? Do we need
t hat m a n y col l ege s , or t hat m a n y c ommunit y c o l l e g es ? Al so , I
think, you know, community college ..I think we ha d one
orig i n a l l y , a l ong t i m e a g o , N i l f or d , as a t r ad e s c h o o l . Bu t I
think it's expanded. And I heard...someone told me that w h at' s
happening at our colleges like Wayne and Peru and Kearney and so
forth, enrollment in the basic classes are going down, because
i t i s c he a p e r . An d ma y b e i t ' s r i g h t f o r s t u d e n t s t o g o t o
community col l ege f or t he f i r st year . But i t has had s o me
i mpact . So I t hi nk t hat . . . I t h i nk t h i s i s t he wr ong move .
We' ve helped, generally helped community colleges across the
s tat e w i t h p a r t o f t h e b i l l t ha t wo u l d j u s t a dv a n c e . L B 54 0 wa s
the bill that I think Se nator R a ikes in troduced fo r us by
LB 302. And I just think that this is the wrong thing to do at
this time. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Tha nk you , Sen ator Ha rtnett.
introduced.) Senator Raikes on the Tyson amendment.

SENATOR RAIKES: Thank you , Nr. President and members of the
Legislature. Senator Tyson, I want to make s ure I unde rstand
here . You ' v e r e c og n i zed a n i mp o r t a nt go v e r n m en t se r v i ce t ha t
needs f u n d i n g . The r e ' s a l e g i t i ma t e . . . t h i s i s a qu a l i t y p ub l i c
service. And we ought to raise taxes to support that service.
You know, you could just nod. That would.. .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Se n a t o r Ty s o n .

SENATOR RAIKES: He ' s no t no d d i n g . We l l , a t a ny r a t e , I t h i n k
that's what I hea rd you say. And I really hate to discourage
t hat a t t i t u d e o n yo u r p a r t . I t ' s b e e n a l o n g t i me com i n g . Bu t
unfortunately, I am goin g to have to oppose your amendment at
t h i s p o i n t . I l au d y ou f o r r ec og n i z i n g t h e q u a l i t y se r v i ce
prov i d e d by No r t he a s t Com muni t y Co l l eg e . I t h i nk i t i s a f i n e
i ns t i t u t i o n . And I a l s o l au d y ou f o r r e c og n i z i n g t h a t qu a l i t y
public services d e serve st rong ta xpayer s u pport, even if it
means somet i me s t h e d i s t a s t e f u l j ob o f ra i s i n g t a x e s . I n t h i s
particular case, as has been pointed out, we have made an effort
t o he l p , o r t o p r o v i d e a ss i st a n c e t o No r t h e a st Com m u n i ty
College, as well as all of the other community college areas,
t hroug h t h e b i l l t h a t wa s i n t r od u c e d a s L B 3 02 a nd t h en am e n ded

(Vis i t o r s

5093


