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FLOOR DEBATE

LB 461Apri l 14 , 20 0 3

Veterans Af f ai r s Con m i t t e e hea r d t h i s bi l l on Feb r u a r y 2 0.
There were no dissenting votes. LB 461 is a fairly simple bill.
It was brought to me by the Secretary of State's Office. It
changes th e p r o v i s i o n s r el at i ng t o t he e l ec t i on of t ownsh i p
of f i c e r s f r om a par t i san e l ec t i on t o a non p a r t i s a n e l e c t i on .
These offices are currently partisan offices, despite no
nominat i o n . . . o r , nomi n a t i n g pr o ce s s by pol i t i cal pa r t i e s . I n
addition, it changes the method of v oting for the chair,
treasurer, and clerk individually, and replaces that with a vote
for three. This way, the person receiving the highest number of
votes be comes the cha ir , t he sec ond-highest b ec omes the
treasurer, and the third becomes the clerk. Th is will eliminate
the situation where one person receives the most votes for the
chair and treasurer. It is ccxanonly.. .or , i t ' s con anon f o r
township board positions to be d e termined s o lely by write-in
votes, and o ff icers el ected by ve ry few votes. In such a
situation, it is very comnon for a person whose name is written
i nt o t o r e ce i v e v o t e s f o r mo r e t h a n o n e o f t ho s e o f f i ce s . Th i s
simplifies the process. Very few vot es are c ast in these
elections. A nd it makes good sense to me. W ith t hat, I'd
answer a ny q ues t i o n s a n y one h as. Than k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Tha n k y o u , Sen a t o r J a n s se n . You ' v e h e a r d t h e
opening on the advancement o f LB 461 . We ' re n ow ope n fo r
d iscuss ion o n t h a t m o t io n . Sena t o r S tu t h man.

SENATOR STUTHMAN: Thank you, Mr. Chair and members of the body.
I 'm very much concerned about this bill. The thing that really
concerns me is, when you have officers of township boards
already that are in existence. And depending upon the vote that
comes up at the next election, a vote of one or two votes could
make a difference between the to p vo t e r ...the to p ind ividual
receiving votes. O ne could probably get five votes, the other
one could get three, and the other one one. Because there' s
very few votes cast on these township elections on the ballot.
The rea l c o n c er n t h a t I have i s , one o f t he i ndi v i dua l s t ha t
are, you know, currently serving as the chairman, or currently
serving as the treasurer, every four years that could totally
get c h a n ged ar o u n d . An d I d o n ' t t h i nk t h a t wou l d be g oo d a s f a r
as con t i nu i t y , as f ar as t he t own s h ip b o a rd i s conc e r n e d. A
question that I have is, what happens when. . .and I ' d l i k e t o a sk
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