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let you know that there are law enforcement groups out there who
are opposed to this bill. And I just got a letter this morning,
and you probably all got it too, which says that the Nebraska
Sheriffs' Association voted today to oppose LB 265 that allows
the carrying of a concealed weapon in Nebraska. And I'm reading

this for the first time. The vote was taken at the
association's regular monthly membership meeting today in
Lincoln. Sheriffs' Association members feel LB 265 is not

workable, and is overly burdensome, because sheriffs have to
determine sufficient eyesight if the applicant does not have a
driver's license, whether the applicant has been subject of a
mental health proceedings in Nebraska or another state, whether
the applicant is habitually intoxicated or drugged, among other
things. The Omaha World-Herald's report that the association
was neutral on Tuesday, April 8, was accurate at that time. And
it's signed by Rick Boucher, 1lobbyist for the Sheriffs'

Association. In addition to that, I got an e-mail last week
from a...the president of the Nebraska Fraternal Order of
Police. And I don't know if you remember, but on the floor 1

was speculating about why the police may have gone neutral on
this bill this year when they've always been opposed before.
And my speculation was that they saw the handwriting on the
wall, that the votes were in committee to let the bill out, and
therefore they were going to work as hard as they could to make
the bill better. And then at that point, of course, that
neutralizes them after they've been successful in putting in
some education requirements and all of that kind of thing. And
that was scoffed at on this floor, that particular reasoning.
And you know, I had no way of knowing if it was accurate or not.
That was speculation on my part. But I got an e-mail that said:
dear Senator Schimek, your ideas on why law enforcement, at
least the Fraternal Order of Police, took the position it has is
correct. If it is going to pass, we want to have as much input
as we can to make it safer for law enforcement officers on the
street. Thanks. Steve Grabowski, president, Nebraska Fraternal
Order of Police. And I did ask him if I could use this on the
floor, and he responded yes. So I do think there is...there are
law enforcement organizations who are very, very nervous about
this bill, and in my opinion, with complete justification. So
Senator Chambers, I didn't think this was really going to come
up for discussion until we got back to the bill. But I guess it
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