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t h i nk , o n t h i s . Th e ame n dment , v e r y s i mp l y , wo u l d r ed u c e t h e
n umber o f c a s i n o s t h a t wo u l d be a l l owa bl e , t h a t t he L eg i s l a t u r e
could au t h o r i z e , f r o m u p t o e i g h t t o up t o f our . So t he m a x i mum
n umber t h at c ou l d b e a l l o wa b l e w o u ld b e f ou r . Ny r a t i o na l e f o r
t hat i s t hat j us t based on what I ' ve h e a r d , n o t on l y i n m y
d is t r i c t , but f r om many o f y o u o n t h i s f l oo r , t hey t hi nk t hat
eight is qu ite a few for a pop ulation base that we h~ve if
t hey ' r e g o i n g t o be v i ab l e . Se co nd l y , t h a t a l l ows yo u t o h a v e ,
if you choose to do so, one in each congressional district. I
also think that the 3rd District, the western part of the state,
the distances are such that if it were such that t here we r e a
c ommunit y t h a t wa n t ed . . . o r , i t ma d e s e n se t o h av e som e t h i n g
c lose t o t he Co l o r a d o b o r d e r , Co l o r a d o , W y o mi ng , w h a te v e r , t h a t
that would be . ..that would st ill allow, that, and would also
a l l o w o n e t o b e f u r t h e r e a s t i n t h e 3r d Di s t r i c t . I f e e l b e t t e r
about that being a maximum number than I do eight. The Pederson
amendment a l l ow s , n o t ca s i no s , bu t s ome t y p e o f a dd i t i o n a l
electronic gambling a t racetracks. And if the community votes
to have it, it would allow some electronic g ambling a lso in
c onnec t i o n wi t h t he l o ca l k en o . I f i t ' s v o t e d on b y t h e p e op l e ,
t hey wo u l d h av e t h a t op p o r t u n i t y . I s i g ne d on t o t h e Pe d e r so n
amendment , n o t ne c e s sa r i l y b ec a u se I s up p o r t h av i ng t h a t
a ddi t i on a l g amb l i n g at t he ca s i no s . . . o r , a t t h e k e n o p l a ce s .
But I t h i nk i t i s i mp o r t a n t t o g i v e t h e o p p o r t u n i t y f o r t h e r e s t
of Nebraska, should they, by a local vote, choose to do so, to
h ave som e b e ne f i t ou t o f c ha ng i n g o u r co n s t i t u t i o n i n t h i s
subject area. Now, the more important to me is thi s, th a t I
b el i e v e , no ma t t e r h ow I f ee l ab ou t g am b l i ng , t h a t a s a se n a t o r
I have a responsibility to try to impact policy making in this
s tat e so t hat we have a het t er cha nc e o f w in d i n g u p w i t h t he
best policy we can. I have read enough and heard enough and
seen enough polls and observed what happened with what I
c onsi de r t o b e a n a b s o l u t e co n g l o m e r a t i on o f a pe t i t i o n t o kn o w
t hat i f we abdi c a t e o u r r es p ons i b i l i t y , w e' r e g o i n g t o ha v e t he
o ppor t u n i t y t o v o t e o n s om e t hi n g . I d o n ' t wan t t h a t s ome t h i n g
to be a cong lomeration that we as the elected representatives
h ave n o c o n t r o l o ve r , i np u t i n t o t h e s t r u c t u r e o f , o r c o n t r o l
o ver t h e r e v en u e , o r d i v i s i o n o f r e v e nu e , o r t he p r o l i f e r a t i o n
o f t h at a c t i v i t y . So t h a t ' s my r e a s o n, t o t a l l y , f o r e v e n t a k i n g
t he t i me t o b e i n v o l v e d wi t h t h i s p a r t i cu l a r p i e ce o f
l eg i s l a t i o n . I t h i n k t h a t some t i m e s w e h a v e t o se pa r a t e . . .a n d
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