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SENATOR TYSON: If they see the need,...

SENATOR THOMPSON: T h ey c ou l d p r ov i d e d e t a i l t o t h a t .

SENATOR TYSON : . . . they c o u l d d o so .

SENATOR THOMPSON: Okay. T h ank you. T his is one section that I
think would be very helpful in order to have consistency around
the state, to have the S tate Pa trol in the posi tion to be
setting some standards. And if you want to follow along, I'm on
p age 5 o f t h e a me n d ment . An d wh a t t h i s de a l s wi t h a ~e t h i n g s
that s h e r i f f s ar e sup p o sed to d o i n i ssu i n g a pe r m i t . But as
you heard in earlier debate, sheriffs are also immune from. . .as
t he bill is written, from civil liability, or if a p erson we re
injured, or a pe rson's estate would want to go after them for
i mproperl y i ssu i n g a p e r m i t . And so I t h i nk i t wou l d b e h e l p f u l
t o have some of this defined. And in my discussions with tha t
office in my county, there...these are things that would be kind
of tough to do if you ' re the she riff. For ex ample, in a
c ount y . . . I wo u l d say i n a l mo st a ny cou n t y i n t he s t at e , b u t I ' m
f rom a pa r t i c u l a r l y po p u l ou s c o un t y . . . t he s h e ri f f i s sup p o sed t o
determine that the person is not habitually in an intoxicated or
d rugged co n d it i o n . Wi t h t he t ho u s ands and t h o u sands o f p e o p l e ,
I don't know how a sheriff is supposed t o k n ow t ha t . May b e
there's a tiny county where some sheriff knows everybody. But I
don' t know how t hey w o u l d f i gu r e t h a t ou t . The ot h e r pa r t o f
this that would worry me if I were a sheriff trying to instruct
my staff to handle this is that I'm supposed to say, as sheriff,
that the person has not been found in the previous five years to
be a mentally ill dangerous person under Nebraska Mental Health
Commitment Act, or a similar law of another jurisdiction, which
I t h i n k i s v ag u e , o r i s n o t cu r r en t l y a d j u d ge d me n t a l l y
i ncompete n t . Th i s i s i n f o r ma t i o n t h a t i sn ' t n ec e s sa r i l y
available to law enfo rcement . A nd for them to make a
d eterm i n a t i o n o f wh e t h er t h e pe r s o n i s me n t a l l y i l l o r d a ng e r ou s
a t a p a r t i c u l a r p o i n t i n t i me i f t he y d o n ' t h a v e a d a t a b a se t o
be ab le to sear c h out , o r if they have to make some
determination of whether a similar law of another jurisdiction,
whether that be in anot her st ate or another city or another
county under ordinance or whatever might be going on, would be a
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